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Minister :  

Tom Lewis 

221 - 1858 (cell)  

tomlewis200@gmail.com  
 

Secretary : 

Nancy Nelson  

225-2667  (office)  

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

Church Office Hours:  
Monday ñFriday 

8:30 amñ10:30 a.m.  

11:30 a.m.ñ2:30 p.m.  

ELDERS 
 

Kirk  Nelson 

434 - 2214 
 

Mike Sparks 

261-4730 
 

Chris Weinreich  

375-5035 

 DEACONS 
 

Mark Patten  

283-2813 
 

Mark Casey  

221-9102  
 

Jeremy Strasser  

368-4891  
 

Larry Heschke  

221-7592 

772 N. 2nd  Street  

Cherokee, Iowa 51012  

Church Offering & Attendance  

June 29, 2014  

Attendance  84  

Total Offering  $1,822.98  
 

July 6, 2014  

Attendance  102  

Total Offering  $2,502.80  

 

July 13, 2014  

Attendance  108  

Total Offering  $2327.25  
 

July 20, 2014  

Attendance  106  

Total Offering  $3309.55  

Send  cards and letters of 

encouragement to our 

very own, Roger Sassman. 

He is at the Madonna 

Rehabilitation Hospital in 

Lincoln, NE to recover 

from recent surgery.  
 

You can write to him at:  
 

 

Roger Sassman  

c/o Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital  

5401 South Street  -  Room 122  

Lincoln, NE 68506 

Looking for a way  

to serve or help?  

This could be  
your chance.  

We will have a 

few spots to fill 

this fall for our 

Bible Buddies 

program. We 

need teachers 

and helpers.  

So let the Spirit 

lead you and 

you can be the one 

to make a 

difference in a 

childõs life. 

òWarning Signsó series we are 

working through here at First 

Church in Cherokee.  Iõm excited 

about preaching these messages 

and have been praying that God 

will use these to both challenge 

and heal é me - along with you.  

In other news, my week at 

Nebowa Christian Camp was 

FANTASTIC.  I had the joy of working 

alongside my co -dean, Debbie 

Bennett, Childrenõs Minister at 

Missouri Valley Christian Church, 

with 26 staff and 40 campers.  We 

enjoyed great weather, excellent 

worship and classes, very good 

home -made meals, and the crazy 

antics of a rubber chicken named 

Bob.  I was also blessed to spend a 

day at Nebowa with 15 òbrick 

houseó students and 3 staff from 

the MCS boys home along with 

Matt Wentz and 4 guys from the 

Florence Christian Church in 

Omaha.  Fishing, great food and 

three worship and teaching times 

made for a FULL and FUN day!  The 

òwhite houseó boys will go to 

Nebowa on Wednesday, August 6. 

Again, looking forward to a fun and 

full day of fishing, worship and 

teaching!  

Kathy and I are getting ready to 

òempty the nest.ó  It doesnõt seem 

possibleé Amanda was a 

freshman in high school and 

Hannah was only in 6 th grade when 

we moved here on September 29, 

2007.  Amanda will return to 

Nebraska Christian College to 

begin her 3 rd year in her Family Life 

Counseling degree and Hannah 

will enroll at Ozark Christian College 

to begin her Worship Arts and 

Youth Ministry degrees.  Our tribe 

will be on the road August 12 -17 as 

the girls make their big move.  

Kathy and I are so grateful to this 

congregation for your love and 

support you have shown our girls.  

We need to say, òthanksó to those 

who will be checking in on the kitty 

and watching the house while we 

are out of town.  Right on the heels 

of this whirlwind Iõll be attending a 

rural church leadership training 

seminar at Nebraska Christian on 

Monday and Tuesday, Aug. 18 -19.  

We just ask for your prayers and 

look forward to how God will use 

this next season of our life.  

 

Looking ahead to fall kick -off 

information; Cherokee schools start 

classes on Thursday, Aug. 14.  Our 

Bible Buddies and Truth 

programming starts Wednesday, 

Sept. 3.  Sunday morning worship 

and D Groups will start their new 

times; 9:30 a.m. Worship, 10:45 D 

Groups on Sunday, Sept. 7 and the 

Thursday afternoon ladiesõ bible 

study will pick up with Acts 15 on 

Sept. 11.  

In the middle of all this is lifeé 

yours, mine, ours.  Letõs be sure to 

share in it and grow through it.  

Looking forward to life with you.   

 ï Preacher Tom  
 
1Matthew 28:18 -20  Then Jesus came to 

them and said, òAll authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me.  Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you.  And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.ó (NIV) 
 

2Matthew 3:6; 10:32; 16:13; Mark 1:5; 

8:27; Luke 12:8; Acts 19:18; Romans 10:9 -10; 

II Corinthians 9:13; Philippians 2:11; I Timothy 

6:12; Hebrews 4:14; 10:23; James 5:16; I 

John 1:9; 2:23  
 

3http://www.chjoplin.org/  
 

4The start of this series can be found 

here: http://vimeo.com/

channels/665118/34755006  

http://www.chjoplin.org/
http://vimeo.com/channels/665118/34755006
http://vimeo.com/channels/665118/34755006


Sunday Worship   10:00 a.m.  

Sunday School       9:00 a.m.  July 24, 2014  www.cherokeefcc.com  
  Fi rs t  Church  o f  Chr i s t  ~  772 N.  Second S t  ~  Cherokee ,  I A  51012  

 Military  

Bodi Alfred  

 Frank Buck  

 Roger Howard  

 Derek Woltman  

 Kyle Skaggs  

 Levi Newman  

 Heather Sittler  

 David Weinreich  

 Zachary Eggert  

 Jeremy Strasser  
Ongoing Health   

Mike Jansen  

 Ava Simonsen  

 Helen Dittmer  

 Lois Schlichting  

 Donna Specht  

 Mavis Weaver  

 Opal Berger  

 Mike Yaremko  

 Lola Johnson  

 Mindy Witham  

 Jack Foley  

 Judy Aimers  

Nursing Assisted Living  
 Roger Sassman (Lincoln, NE)  

 Winkie Cain (Countryside)  

 Helen Davis (Villa)  

 Evelyn Helkenn (Villa)  

Helen Dittmer (Villa)  

 Esther Erickson (Gardens)  

 Vangie Sins (Gardens)  

Vera Steineke (Sunset Knoll)  

Elgie Isaackson (Careage Hills)  

Mission Ministries  
 Midwest Christian Services  

  

Nebraska Christian College  
  

Camp Nebowa  
(Mark Leonard)  

  

South Africa  
(Mike & Caryl Stanley)  

 

CEM 
(Michael Knight)  

  

Deaf Missions  
(Chad Entinger)  

Recent  
 

Eleanor Varce for continued healing and lifted spirits.  

 

The grandmother of Pyper Crouch, Gladys, she has been very 

sick.  
 

Prayers for successful VBS and for the volunteers.  
 

Mason Hill for healing and recovery from surgery of a broken 

arm.  
 

Roger Sassman in therapy in Lincoln, NE for recovery of 

surgery.  
 

Continued prayers for Tara Kleich daughter of Melissa Stines. 

Tara has delivered a healthy baby.  
 

Prayers for kids attending Camp Nebowa and for the 

volunteers at those camps.  
 

Jim Anderson, husband to Gloria Anderson. Jim is currently in 

recovery and rehab after suffering a stroke.  

 
I want to thank everyone for your prayers 

and all your kindness: cards, flowers and visits 
including Pastor Tomõs 
visit. I really appreciate 
all the love of my church 
family and the 
wonderful care my son 
Dwight and Bonnie gave 
me. 
 

- Eleanor Varce  

Looking for a way to serve? 

Have a hidden talent that 

we donõt know about that 

could be a great addition to 

worship?  

Then worship team may be 

the place for you, sound, 

PowerPoint, musicians, and 

singers. If you are unsure but 

are willing to try we can work 

with that too.  

Donõt be shy, contact 

Wren at 712 -301-1971 if you 

are interested.  

Community and Confession are 

the keys which unlock the power of 

discipleship.   Jesusõ command to 

his followers is clear; ògo and make 

discipleséó1  Community and 

Confession; two words that are 

tossed around in òchurch speakó 

often times without a clear path or 

process to put them into practice 

in our lives.  Building relationships 

and deep bonds with each other 

takes time, willingness and 

intentionality.  Sharing a little 

coffee or participating in our 

traditional Sunday a.m. ògreet your 

neighboró time will help build the 

òfamiliaró but not the family.  In the 

deep fellowship of the New 

Testament church ð the word they 

used was; òkoinoniaó, = share and 

participate é Acts 2:42-47 is a 

beautiful picture of koinonia at 

work. Sometimes these bonds of 

sharing are forged in the crucible 

of pain or tragedy such as walking 

through grief, cancer or even war.  

Sometimes the bonds are built in 

celebrating great victories and 

achievements in life.  And, of 

course, these deep bonds of 

community can be attained simply 

through experiencing the day -to -

day ups and downs of life with the 

people you are bound to through 

Christé your brothers and sistersé 

your family, Godõs family, the 

church.  The people who lash 

themselves to you become the 

deepest and most treasured part 

of your community.  Jesus had his 

twelve out of the hundreds of 

followers and beyond that he had 

his inner circle of three; James, 

John and Peter.  We can agree 

that òcommunityó is valuable, and 

even necessary, in the life of one 

who wants to know, love and 

follow Jesus.  

Confession is the other side of 

the òcommunityó coin.  The bible 

has several examples of believers 

confessing their sins; confessing 

their faith in Jesus; confessing their 

needsé all of them, not just some, 

but ALL of these confessions were 

in community. 2 If we want the 

healing and restorative power of 

confession to make a difference in 

our life; it must happen in 

communityé in koinoniaé in His 

beautiful church; the ecclesia  ð the 

called out church.  

So, how does this grow?  What is 

our path?  How can we be better 

equipped to go, baptize and 

teach? Step one; create an 

environment and opportunity for 

people to be drawn together over 

a common bond.  After working 

through the worship team and 

church board we have decided to 

change our Sunday Morning 

services.  Beginning the first Sunday 
in September, (Sunday, Sept. 7)  

weõll lead off with our Sunday 

Worship at 9:30 a.m.  ð including 

music, communion, giving and 

preaching.  Following this service 

we will break out into  òD Groupsó or 

discipleship groups.  Each group 

will then be able to participate in 

discussion and further Bible study as 

they establish action steps in 

correlation with that dayõs sermon.  

We also realize that some groups 

will grow best when connected 

through a reliable and familiar 

curriculum.  Therefore, the Adult 

Christian Standard Class will still be 

offered.  In order to help connect 

families with young children one of 

our D Groups , which will meet in 

the Church Parsonage, where 

Pastor Tom and his wife Kathy live, 

will be intergenerationalé 

meaning ð bring the kids, - a mix of 

old to young and everything in 

between.  These groups will be 

scheduled to dismiss at 11:30 a.m.  

Step Two: we will also explore 

the option of adding D Groups to 

our Wednesday night church 

programming which is currently 

focused on reaching children 

through 8 th grade with Bible 

Buddies and Jr. Highõs youth group; 

òTruth.ó  By adding the dynamic of 

an adult outreach ministry to our 

current programming it opens new 

doors of connection to Cherokee.  

In many cases the families who 

bring their children to our 

Wednesday night programming 

identify with First Church of Christ as 

their òchurch home.ó  That being 

the case, we should make every 

effort to nurture, love and disciple 

those who already call us òhome.ó 

We have an incredible 

opportunity for community impact 

and growth through these steps.  

 

On a more personal note, I 

would like to share a little insight 

about steps Iõve been taking to 

continue in a path of growth and 

relationship with Jesus.  Iõve been 

studying through a 2012 sermon 

series from College Heights 

Christian Church in Joplin, MO 3 

entitled òA Year With Jesus.ó4 There 

was one particular section that 

really grabbed my attention.  It was 

convicting, healing and inspiring all 

rolled into one.  Ozark Christian 

College professor, Shane Wood, 

preached a series of five messages 

which addressed some hot topic 

and personal issues head on.  Iõve 

used those sermons as the 

foundation for the current 
(Continued on page 8) 
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July 27-31 

(5th -7th grade)  
 

Exile Camp  

August 1 -3 

(9th -12th grade)  

www.nebowa.com  

 

2014 Bible Reading Plan  

Daily reading for the 

week of:  

July 20  
 

Monday  

Luke 10:1ð16 

1 Thessalonians 3:1ð6 

Psalm 138 

2 Chronicles 1, 2  

Tuesday  

Luke 10:17ð24 

1 Thessalonians 3:7ð13 

Psalm 139 

2 Chronicles 3 ñ5 

Wednesday  

Luke 10:25ð37 

1 Thessalonians 4:1ð10 

Psalm 140 

2 Chronicles 6, 7  

Thursday 

Luke 10:38ð42 

1 Thessalonians 4:11ð18 

Psalm 141 

2 Chronicles 8, 9  

Friday 

Luke 11:1ð13 

1 Thessalonians 5:1ð11 

Psalm 142 

2 Chronicles 10 ñ12 

Saturday  

Luke 11:14ð28 

1 Thessalonians 5:12ð28 

Psalm 143 

2 Chronicles 13 ñ16 

 

 

2014 Bible Reading Plan  

Daily reading for the 

week of:  

July 27  
 

Monday  

Luke 11:29ð36 

2 Thessalonians 1:1ð7 

Psalm 144 

2 Chronicles 17 ñ19 

Tuesday  

Luke 11:37ð54 

2 Thessalonians 1:8ð12 

Psalm 145 

2 Chronicles 20, 21  

Wednesday  

Luke 12:1ð12 

2 Thessalonians 2:1ð12 

Psalm 146 

2 Chronicles 22 ñ24 

Thursday 

Luke 12:13ð21 

2 Thessalonians 2:13ð17 

Psalm 147 

2 Chronicles 25 ñ27 

Friday 

Luke 12:22ð34 

2 Thessalonians 3:1ð5 

Psalm 148 

2 Chronicles 28, 29  

Saturday  

Luke 12:35ð48 

2 Thessalonians 3:6ð13 

Psalm 149 

2 Chronicles 30 ñ33 

   August 3, 2014   August 10, 2014   August 17, 2014   August 24, 2014  August 31, 2014  

Greeters  
Ruth Dean  

Sandy Specht   
 OPEN OPEN 

Bev Heschke  

Dolly Morton  
Danny & Cheri Salter  

Communion Meditation   Mike Sparks Chris Weinreich   Guy Fishman   Dennis Smith  TBA 

Shut-In Communion  Guy Fishman  Joe Draper  Larry Heschke  Kirk Nelson TBA 

Communion Servers  

Joe Draper  Jeremy Strasser  Danny Salter  Chris Weinreich  Joe Draper  

Chris Weinreich  Dennis Smith  Kirk Nelson Joe Draper  Dennis Smith  

Bob Johnston  Dennis Ducomunn  Jerry Clark  Curt Weise  Jerry Clark  

Curt Weise  Ben Nelson  Ralph Kaufman  Bob Johnston  Curt Weise  

Mark Patten  Harold Johnson  Kale Nelson  Mark Patten  Harold Johnson  

MCS Students  MCS Students  MCS Students  MCS Students  MCS Students  

Morning Star   Summer Break  Summer Break  Summer Break  Summer Break  Summer Break  

Nursery  Marcia Nelson  Ronnie Plowman  Georgia Crouch  Dixie Draper  Marcia Nelson  

Worship Leader  Pam Cronin  Wren Smith  Pam Cronin  Wren Smith  Wren Smith  

Larry Heschke      Marcia Casey  

Singers  

Dennis Smith  

Melissa Stines  Sharon Henkel  Pam Cronin  Dennis Smith  Mark Casey  

         

Piano  Eleanor Johnston    Wren Smith     

Keyboard    Wren Smith  Eleanor Johnston  Wren smith   

Guitar    Mark Casey    Mark Casey   

Bass   Guy Fishman    Guy Fishman   

Sound  Brian Nelson   Mike Sparks/Mason Hill    Larry Heschke   

PowerPoint  Mason Hill  Nancy Nelson  Kathy Lewis  Annalie Nelson   


