
  
 
 

 
  hǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
congregation on Sunday, December 1.  One of the elements 
ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀŦŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ Χ 
of men who will serve the Lord in this church as Elder and 
Deacon.  Many of you are familiar with our process.   We 
receive a list of nominees from the congregation and the 
Elders then review those nominated in order to ascertain 
eligibility, willingness and availability to serve in the area in 
which they have been nominated.  At the conclusion of this 
process a ballot of election is generated and posted for the 
congregation to review.  This ballot has been posted for the 
past few weeks and additional copies are available in the 
church office.  The reason for this is to allow time for the 
members of the congregation to prayerfully consider their 
vote which will be cast at the annual meeting.   
     The word Elder, (sometimes written as shepherd, 
overseer or bishop) is a biblical term found throughout 
scripture and is generally used to describe a person of age 
and experience who can help guide others with biblical 
wisdom.  Sometimes the word is used in conversation about 
the main leadership role of a local church, as in the context of 
Acts 20; 1st Timothy 3 and Titus 1.  Here is the clearest way I 
can describe the role of an elder in the local congregation; To 
feed, protect and heal their sheep.  Feeding the people under 
their care by teaching them sound doctrine that leads to 
spiritual maturity (Ephesians 4:11-16).  Protecting their sheep 
ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΧ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ 
sheep astray from the truth (Acts 20:28-31).  And, healing 
their sheep by way of binding the wounds of sin with the 
bandages of grace, mercy, forgiveness and biblical instruction 
that leads to right living (Ezekiel 34:4; Ephesians 4:11-6).  
Additionally, in James 5:14-16 we see the desire and the 
quest for physical healing interwoven with the need for 
spiritual healing in which the elders would play a significant 
part.  Pray for the men who will lead in this way.  Pray for 
Godly wisdom, passion and a sense of true calling to this 
ministry and show them love and respect.  (1 Thessalonians 
5:12-13) 
  Now, the Deacon.  As in the case of elders, the word 
Deacon is a biblical term that we have adopted to describe a 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  !ƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŘŜŀŎƻƴǎ 
being selected for a specific purpose can be found in Acts 6:1-
8.  We also look at what 1st Timothy 3:8-12 has to say to help 
identify the character traits of a person who could serve well 

in this role.  This bible word, 
deacon, literally translates 
ŀǎ άǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΦέ  .ǳǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŀ 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜΧ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜΚ  {ƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀƭƭ 
Christians be servants?  So, 
ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ άŘŜŀŎƻƴέΚ  
τ  Because these 
άǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎέ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōȅ 
the church family and set 
apart by their compliance to biblical qualifications to serve 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦ  Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
words, - deacons serve, - just as is expected of all believers -, 
but they also have agreed to put their name on the line and 
open themselves to the congregation.  The example of service 
found in Acts 6 had to deal with distribution of food so that 
others could continue in the ministry of the word of God.  It is 
a valuable and leading support role that helps the church 
fulfill its mission of making disciples. **  
  I am proud to serve with these men.  I care for each one of 
ǘƘŜƳΧ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ  L ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƨƻƛƴ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
service for their calling.  Here are the names of those who are 
willing to serve in 2014.  Lord willing and with your 
affirmation,  Chris Weinreich is willing to join Kirk Nelson and 
Mike Sparks to serve as Elders in this congregation.  Mark 
Casey, Larry Heschke, Mark Patten and Jeremy Strasser are 
willing to serve as Deacons.   
  Know this church family;  You are loved.  Pray for me, our  
current and incoming leaders and the rest of our church 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ   LΩƭƭ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ 
scripture from 1st Thessalonians 5:12-24.  άbƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳΣ 
brothers, to respect those who work hard among you, who 
are over you in the Lord and who admonish you.  Hold them in 
the highest regard in love because of their work.  Live in peace 
with each other.  And we urge you, brothers, warn those who 
are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with 
everyone.  Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for 
wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to 
everyone else.  Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks 
ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
WŜǎǳǎΦ  5ƻ ƴƻǘ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ŦƛǊŜΤ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎƛŜǎ 
with contempt.  Test everything.  Hold on to the good.  Avoid 
every kind of evil.  May God himself, the God of peace, 
sanctify you through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul 
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 

  - ¢Ƙƛǎ L YƴƻǿΧ Preacher Tom 
**  WŀŎƪ /ƻǘǘǊŜƭƭΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ ά¢ƘŜ CŀƛǘƘ hƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭΥ  .ƛōƭŜ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ¢ƻŘŀȅέ ǇΦ пну-

429, served as a major source in the formation of this article. 

Sunday Worship   10:00 a.m.  

Sunday School       9:00 a.m.  November 20, 2013  www.cherokeefcc.com  
  Fi rs t  Church  o f  Chr i s t  ~  772 N.  Second S t  ~  Cherokee ,  I A  51012  
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Minister :  

Tom Lewis 

221 - 1858 (cell)  

tomlewis200@gmail.com  
 

Secretary : 

Nancy Nelson  

225-2667  (office)  

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

Church Office Hours:  
Monday ñFriday 

8:30 amñ10:30 a.m.  

11:30 a.m.ñ2:30 p.m.  

Kirk  Nelson 

434 - 2214 
 

Kevin  Schmillen  

225 - 4926 
 

Mike Sparks 

261-4730 

Chris Weinreich  

375-5035 

Elders Deacon  

November 28
11 a.m. ς1 p.m.
/ŀǊŜȅΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ

115 S. 2nd

  Volunteer sign up sheets are located 

on the table in the foyer. Please sign up 

for all your are willing to provide and for 

duties you are willing to serve. Last year 

we served 176 individuals and are 

planning for 180 this year. Serving others 

is a wonderful way to show our thanks for 

the many blessings we have in our lives.  

DECEMBER 1, 2013
11:15 A.M.

Congregational



Recent  

The family of Chandler D. (MCS student) to have a safe Christmas and be 

able to enjoy themselves and have a plenty and filling Thanksgiving meal.  
 

Ida Yaremko, Karen Weinreich³s mother, diagnosed with terminal illness. 
 

For families grieving the loss of young children and infants.  
 

Lola Johnson, sister of Bonnie Ducommun, for recovery of stroke.  
 

Chris and Karen Weinreich and their family for deliverance and guidance and 

strength as they support each other through stressful situations.  
 

Deliverance for those suffering in abusive relationships.  
 

Melissa Stines and her daughter, Tara Kleich as they work through difficult 

family relationship situations.  Nursing Assisted Living  
 Roger Sassman (Countryside)  

 Winkie Cain (Countryside)  

 Helen Davis (Villa)  

 Evelyn Helkenn (Villa)  

 Esther Erickson (Gardens)  

 Vangie Sins (Gardens)  

 Ruth Small (out of town)  

Mission Ministries  
 Midwest Christian Services  

 Nebraska Christian College  

 Camp Nebowa (Mark Leonard)  

 South Africa (Mike & Caryl Stanley)  

 CEM (Michael Knight)  

 Deaf Missions (Chad Entinger)  

Military  
 Bodi Alfred  

 Frank Buck  

 Roger Howard  

 Derek Woltman  

 Kyle Skaggs  

 Levi Newman  

 Heather Sittler  

 David Weinreich  

 Zachary Eggert  

 Jeremy Strasser  

Ongoing Health  

 Mike Jansen  

 Ava Simonsen  

 Helen Dittmer  

 Lois Schlichting  

 Donna Specht  

 Mavis Weaver  

 Opal Berger  

 Ida Yaremko  

 Lola Johnson  

 Mindy Witham  

 Jack Foley  

 Sophia Schincke  

 Judy Aimers  

 Della Rupp 

 Don Ehrich  

  The Countryside Estates Christmas Party is 

scheduled for December 1 at 2 p.m. The 

òGiving Treeó is set up and has all the 

resident names with their wish lists on the 

paper ornaments.  

  There is sign up sheet near the tree so be 

sure to put your name by the resident name 

you choose from the tree.    - Thanks 

Countryside Estates Christmas Party  

This Sunday, November 24 
2:00 p.m. 
Bill Miller 

Christmas Piano Concert 
Followed with refreshments and 

decorating the church for Christmas. 
 

~~~~ 
Wed., November 27 

Bible Buddies and Truth will NOT meet. 
~~~~ 

Thursday, November 28 
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner 
Carey³s Restaurant 

 

~~~~ 
Sunday, December 1 
11:15 a.m. 

Annual Congregational Meeting and  
Countryside Estates Christmas Party at 2 p.m. 

 

~~~~ 
Sat., December 14 
1:30 p.m. 

Dress Rehearsal for Christmas Program 
 

Sunday, December 15 
6:30 p.m. 

Bible Buddies Christmas Program 
 

~~~~ 
Tuesday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Communion Service 
 

~~~~ 

Events to Remember 
November 24  

Bill Miller  
Christmas Piano Performance  

 

First Church of Christ  

2 p.m.  
 

Followed with refreshments in Fellowship Hall  

We will be decorating for Christmas afterwards, 

feel free to help us òDeck the Hallsó 

  Bill Miller, gospel pianist from Norfolk, Nebraska, 
plays piano concerts with a Christmas flavor in a spirit 
of worship. He has taught at Nebraska Christian College 

in Bible and Music 
departments and plays 
with  Sunday worship 
teams at his home 
church in Norfolk, 
Nebraska. He travels 
with his wife Dorothy on 
these concert trips.   

We would like to extend our sympathies to 

the family of Delores Schwaller, sister to Bob 
Johnston. Please remember Bob and Eleanor 

in their time of grief.  Delores passed away 

November 7, 2013 in Milford, Iowa. 

 The Bible Buddies Christmas Program is fast 

approaching this is a reminder that there will be a 

dress rehearsal on Saturday, December 14 at 1:30 

p.m. The program will then be on Sunday 

December 15 at 6:30 p.m. Please make plans to 

attend and share in the excitement and joy these 

children have for the Lord. Refreshments will follow 

after the program. 

 There WILL  be Bible Buddies on Wednesday, 

December 18 at 6:30 p.m. It will be a ñHappy 

Birthday, Jesusò party.  After that we will take a 

winter break in keeping with area school districts. 

Bible Buddies will begin again on January 8th. 

We are now receiving Harvest Offerings. Over 

the next few weeks feel free to place your 

Harvest Offering in the offering trays during 

worship services. This yearõs offering will be 

dedicated to carpet replacement and other 

building improvements. May God Bless you in 

your time of generous giving.  

Retirement Celebration  
for 

Cindy Johnson  
2-4 p.m.  

December 1, 2013  
Crossroads Church  

515 West Main  

Cherokee, Iowa 51012  


