
These are just two of the many, many words that I might 
use to describe my experience at the Preaching & Teaching 
Conference at Ozark Christian College this week.  Just as the 
woman at the well fetching water received much more than she 
could ever imagine, so it was with me in Joplin Missouri this 
week.   Questions like:  Do we authentically take time to think 
about God?  Where is He in YOUR life?  No, really, I want each 
of you to ask yourselves that one question for starters.  Have we 
as a society forgotten to take time to study, to contemplate and 
just stop to think?  Or has our high speed multimedia world 
rendered us incapable of such seemingly mundane but 
extremely import aspects of life?  Over the course of the next 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άŎƘŀǘǘŜǊέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
thought provoking ideas for greater consumption by the 
congregation, so stay tuned! 

 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άŦǳƭƭ ǇƭŀǘŜέ 
conference as possible we networked with each other, 
attempting to attend as many different workshops as possible.  
This approach meant that never would two of us be in the same 
classroom at the same time except for the sessions.  The week 
started off with preconference workshops.  There was great 
insight from all three of the authors of the e2 (effective elders) 
book series that your board and preacher have been working 
our way through for the past several months.  I know that I 
gained some personal insight into several things that either are 
ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŜȄ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
remainder of this decade and beyond.  By utilizing some of the 
after conference medial and personal testimony we should be 
able to share with Mark and Larry some of the experience as 
well.  To my surprise I found that some of the conference topics 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ άƭƛƎƘǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
therefore of a lesser value provided just as much stimulating 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ϧ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άƘŜŀǾȅ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎέ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

 

Presenters were to a fault thoughtful, well prepared, 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ th²9wC¦[[¸ hb Dh5Ω{ 
MESSAGE!  I must report I believe that each one of us had 
many, many opportunities to refill, recharge & refresh our 
spiritual selves.  This was artfully coupled with simple 
straightforward ways to gain new insights into old problems & 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  L 
see the restoration movement as strong and getting stronger 
in the face of continued assaults on many fronts.  This 

conference in my opinion was 
worth every penny of its cost.  
It should pay dividends if we 
are able to implement even a 
few of the best ideas into our 
current structure as we 
continue to evolve in the 21st 
century.  Thank you FCC!   
!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ wǳǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 

everything we can to make it a bigger success than ever.  And 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΗ 

 

P.S.:  During our stay in Joplin your pastor and elders also 
made time for a side trip to American Rehabilitation Ministries 
(A.R.M.) there in Joplin.  While we were not able to visit with 
Joe Garman we were able to see, touch & ask questions about a 
fiberglass replacement baptistery vessel that they sell.  With this 
well constructed tub we would be able to retrofit our existing 
baptistery.  These units come in many different configurations 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ Řƻǿƴέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
tub and nothing else.  At the end of the day a decision was 
made to purchase one of these units surrounded by a wooden 
frame prior to shipment for $1,022.  It should be delivered 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ άōƭŀƴƪέ ǎƻ 
that as tub placement and plumbing locations become known 
they can be drilled for an exact fit on site.  Some minor 
remodeling of the present baptistery area will likely be required; 
however it should not adversely impact the look of the stage 
back area.  We will be enlisting the aid of able skilled volunteers 
and only as many professional folks as necessary to complete a 
clean efficient installation.  A complete pre-installation report 
will be provided to the congregation as more details become 
available.  

In Christian Service 
Chris 
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 Why do I love the Disney movie "The Lion King"? 
Because my daughter does. Why do I love to watch Sprint 
Car racing? Because my uncle does.  I don't love my daughter 
because of a movie... I don't love my uncle because of Sprint 
cars.  Now, in the same way... Why do I love the church?... 
because Jesus does. My relationship with the ones I love 
causes me to love the things they value and love. Jesus loves 
the church. He loves every last one of us messy, broken, 
blessed, happy, depressed, drunk, rich, athletic, fit, healthy, 
lazy, stealing, addicted, well-adjusted, responsible, cussing, 
abusive, bigoted, angry, patient, humble, tender, innocent, 
tender, patient, kind .... he loves people and created His 
Bride (the church) so that we can work, walk, run, help, pull, 
push and pray for and with each other because ... He gave 
his church for us... he is the Head, we are the body... we 
need each other.  I love the church and it has value 

because the one I love, ... Jesus... loves her.  In an illustration 
that the Apostle Paul was using to describe how a husband 
should love his wife we see that the bible says Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her.  (Ephesians 5:25)  
 
 Love the Church!  That is my plea this morning; that 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ  {ƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅΣ άhƘΣ L Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ά/έ /ƘǳǊŎƘΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άŎέ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 
much.  That way of thinking is contrary at its very core.  I 
understand that spending time in a garage no more makes 
ȅƻǳ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
makes you a Christian.  But, let me ask, where do you expect 
to find a mechanic?  Some are better at it than others, but 
none-the-ƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΧΦΚ  L ǇǊŀȅ 
that we do not withhold the precious gift of presence from 
one another and that we join together, commit to the body, 
A body, .. His body.  I Love this Church!  
     Pray, Love, Live 

     Preacher Tom 

March 
Birthday 

Anniversaries 
1 
Robert Hartwig 
Leah K. (MCS Staff) 
2 
Dennis Ducommun 
Angel Jansen 
3 
Ralph Kaufman 
Cole Plum 
4 
Cody L. 
5 
Becca Sparks 
Ali Ortwine (Jr. High) 
Jim & Gloria Anderson 
8 
Jerry & Joyce Clark 

9 
Royce Cougill 
Derrick Mohror (MCS Staff) 
11 
Eleanor Varce 
13 
Colton Henkel 
Cory Ege (MCS Staff) 
22 
Danny Salter 
Logan B. (MCS Student) 
26 
Samuel Collins (Jr. High) 
28 
Hannah Lewis 
30 
Twyla Schmillen 

Bring your bible 

Want to pray? 

Coffee  
Talk  

6:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays  Jesus said, ´I am . . .µ 

{ŜǊƳƻƴΩǎ !ƭŀ /ŀǊǘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
NOON at Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

March 2 
I am . . . the Resurrection and the Life - John 11:25-26 

Pastor Jon Riggert, Trinity Lutheran 
 

March 9 
I am . . . the Way, the Truth, and the Life - John 14:6 

Pastor Jonathan Caldwell, Oakdale Evangelical Free Church 
 

March 16 
I am . . . the Vine - John 15:5 

Pastor Jeff Harris, Mount Olive & First Baptist Church 
 

2016 Giving:  Cherokee County Work Services, C.A.P. Food Pantry, 
CAASA, Mid-Sioux, Cherokee Hospice, and CCMA 

Call the office 
225-2667  

Church 
Custodian 
Volunteers 

Needed 

We want to thank all of our 

fabulous custodial volunteers 

for keeping our church clean 

and maintained each and 

every week.  Your dedication 

to the stewardship of our 

facility does not go 

unnoticed and we appreciate 

each and everyone of you.  

GREAT IMMERSION!  

Easter Lilies 
Available 
$13.00 each 

Call the office 
712-225-2667 

or  
Sign up in the 

lobby 



January 31, 2016  

Attendance:  77  

Offering:  $2,011.10  
 

February 7, 2016  

Attendance:  74  

Offering:  $2,125.75  
 

February 14, 2016  

Attendance: 81  

Offering: $3,695.00  
 

February 21, 2016  

Attendance:  63  

Offering:  $2,073.25  

Church Offering  
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Non -Profit Organization                       
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PAID                                               

Cherokee, Iowa                                    

Permit Number 153  

772 N. 2nd  Street  

Cherokee, Iowa 51012  

Sierra Hudson  

922 Hughes Avenue  

Cherokee, IA 51012  

712-225-2667 

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

www.cherokeefcc.com  

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.  

Childrenõs Church 

Nursery Available  

 

Discipleship Groups 

Sundays 10:45 a.m.  

 

Youth Ministry 

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.  

Minister  

Tom Lewis 

221 - 1858 (cell)  

tomlewis200@gmail.com  
 

Secretary  

Nancy Nelson  

225-2667  (office)  

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

Church Office Hours:  
Monday ñFriday  

9 amñ2 p.m.  

Elders 

Mike Sparks 261-4730 

Chris Weinreich 375 -5035 
 

Deacons  

Mark Patten 283 -2813 

Larry Heschke 221 -7592 

Church Leadership  

Worship  

NCC Presents
Rural Church Conference

March 5, 2016

First Church of Christ

772 N. 2nd Street
Cherokee, Iowa

4 WAYS TO REGISTER 
 

¶ Sign Up Sheet in Lobby 
¶ Online: www.cherokeefcc.com 
¶ Email: cherokeefcc@gmail.com 
¶ Call: (712) 225-2667 

March 6 March 13 March 20 March 27 

Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message 

 Mike Sparks  Chris Weinreich Guy Fishman Dennis Smith 

Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion 

Joe Draper Kirk Nelson Chris Weinreich Larry Heschke 

Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers 

Dennis Smith 
Mark Patten 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Kirk Nelson 
Danny Salter 
Larry Heschke 

Benjamin Nelson 
Robert Crouch 
MCS Student 

Joe Draper 
Ralph Kaufman 

Benjamin Nelson 
Laverne Gano 

Dennis Ducommun 
MCS Student 

Mark Patten 
Dennis Smith 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader 

Pam Cronin Wren Smith Cheri Salter Wren Smith 

Singers Singers Singers Singers 

  Larry Heschke 
Thad 

Sharon Henkel 
J.J. 

Jordan 

Pam Cronin 
Steven Rupp 

Thad 

Dennis Smith 
Marcia Casey 

Trevor 

Piano Piano Piano Piano 

Eleanor Johnston   Wren Smith   

Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard 

  Wren Smith Eleanor Johnston Wren Smith 

Guitar Guitar Guitar Guitar 

  Mark Casey   Mark Casey 

Bass Bass Bass Bass 

  Guy Fishman   Guy Fishman 

Sound Sound Sound Sound 

Robert Inman Mike Sparks Larry Heschke Mike Sparks 

PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint 

Annalie Nelson Colton Henkel  Nancy Nelson Kathy Lewis 



These are just two of the many, many words that I might 
use to describe my experience at the Preaching & Teaching 
Conference at Ozark Christian College this week.  Just as the 
woman at the well fetching water received much more than she 
could ever imagine, so it was with me in Joplin Missouri this 
week.   Questions like:  Do we authentically take time to think 
about God?  Where is He in YOUR life?  No, really, I want each 
of you to ask yourselves that one question for starters.  Have we 
as a society forgotten to take time to study, to contemplate and 
just stop to think?  Or has our high speed multimedia world 
rendered us incapable of such seemingly mundane but 
extremely import aspects of life?  Over the course of the next 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άŎƘŀǘǘŜǊέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
thought provoking ideas for greater consumption by the 
congregation, so stay tuned! 

 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άŦǳƭƭ ǇƭŀǘŜέ 
conference as possible we networked with each other, 
attempting to attend as many different workshops as possible.  
This approach meant that never would two of us be in the same 
classroom at the same time except for the sessions.  The week 
started off with preconference workshops.  There was great 
insight from all three of the authors of the e2 (effective elders) 
book series that your board and preacher have been working 
our way through for the past several months.  I know that I 
gained some personal insight into several things that either are 
ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŜȄ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
remainder of this decade and beyond.  By utilizing some of the 
after conference medial and personal testimony we should be 
able to share with Mark and Larry some of the experience as 
well.  To my surprise I found that some of the conference topics 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ άƭƛƎƘǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
therefore of a lesser value provided just as much stimulating 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ϧ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άƘŜŀǾȅ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎέ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

 

Presenters were to a fault thoughtful, well prepared, 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ th²9wC¦[[¸ hb Dh5Ω{ 
MESSAGE!  I must report I believe that each one of us had 
many, many opportunities to refill, recharge & refresh our 
spiritual selves.  This was artfully coupled with simple 
straightforward ways to gain new insights into old problems & 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  L 
see the restoration movement as strong and getting stronger 
in the face of continued assaults on many fronts.  This 

conference in my opinion was 
worth every penny of its cost.  
It should pay dividends if we 
are able to implement even a 
few of the best ideas into our 
current structure as we 
continue to evolve in the 21st 
century.  Thank you FCC!   
!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ wǳǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 

everything we can to make it a bigger success than ever.  And 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΗ 

 

P.S.:  During our stay in Joplin your pastor and elders also 
made time for a side trip to American Rehabilitation Ministries 
(A.R.M.) there in Joplin.  While we were not able to visit with 
Joe Garman we were able to see, touch & ask questions about a 
fiberglass replacement baptistery vessel that they sell.  With this 
well constructed tub we would be able to retrofit our existing 
baptistery.  These units come in many different configurations 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ Řƻǿƴέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
tub and nothing else.  At the end of the day a decision was 
made to purchase one of these units surrounded by a wooden 
frame prior to shipment for $1,022.  It should be delivered 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ άōƭŀƴƪέ ǎƻ 
that as tub placement and plumbing locations become known 
they can be drilled for an exact fit on site.  Some minor 
remodeling of the present baptistery area will likely be required; 
however it should not adversely impact the look of the stage 
back area.  We will be enlisting the aid of able skilled volunteers 
and only as many professional folks as necessary to complete a 
clean efficient installation.  A complete pre-installation report 
will be provided to the congregation as more details become 
available.  

In Christian Service 
Chris 
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 Why do I love the Disney movie "The Lion King"? 
Because my daughter does. Why do I love to watch Sprint 
Car racing? Because my uncle does.  I don't love my daughter 
because of a movie... I don't love my uncle because of Sprint 
cars.  Now, in the same way... Why do I love the church?... 
because Jesus does. My relationship with the ones I love 
causes me to love the things they value and love. Jesus loves 
the church. He loves every last one of us messy, broken, 
blessed, happy, depressed, drunk, rich, athletic, fit, healthy, 
lazy, stealing, addicted, well-adjusted, responsible, cussing, 
abusive, bigoted, angry, patient, humble, tender, innocent, 
tender, patient, kind .... he loves people and created His 
Bride (the church) so that we can work, walk, run, help, pull, 
push and pray for and with each other because ... He gave 
his church for us... he is the Head, we are the body... we 
need each other.  I love the church and it has value 

because the one I love, ... Jesus... loves her.  In an illustration 
that the Apostle Paul was using to describe how a husband 
should love his wife we see that the bible says Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her.  (Ephesians 5:25)  
 
 Love the Church!  That is my plea this morning; that 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ  {ƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅΣ άhƘΣ L Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ά/έ /ƘǳǊŎƘΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άŎέ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 
much.  That way of thinking is contrary at its very core.  I 
understand that spending time in a garage no more makes 
ȅƻǳ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
makes you a Christian.  But, let me ask, where do you expect 
to find a mechanic?  Some are better at it than others, but 
none-the-ƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΧΦΚ  L ǇǊŀȅ 
that we do not withhold the precious gift of presence from 
one another and that we join together, commit to the body, 
A body, .. His body.  I Love this Church!  
     Pray, Love, Live 

     Preacher Tom 

March 
Birthday 

Anniversaries 
1 
Robert Hartwig 
Leah K. (MCS Staff) 
2 
Dennis Ducommun 
Angel Jansen 
3 
Ralph Kaufman 
Cole Plum 
4 
Cody L. 
5 
Becca Sparks 
Ali Ortwine (Jr. High) 
Jim & Gloria Anderson 
8 
Jerry & Joyce Clark 

9 
Royce Cougill 
Derrick Mohror (MCS Staff) 
11 
Eleanor Varce 
13 
Colton Henkel 
Cory Ege (MCS Staff) 
22 
Danny Salter 
Logan B. (MCS Student) 
26 
Samuel Collins (Jr. High) 
28 
Hannah Lewis 
30 
Twyla Schmillen 

Bring your bible 

Want to pray? 

Coffee  
Talk  

6:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays  Jesus said, ´I am . . .µ 

{ŜǊƳƻƴΩǎ !ƭŀ /ŀǊǘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
NOON at Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

March 2 
I am . . . the Resurrection and the Life - John 11:25-26 

Pastor Jon Riggert, Trinity Lutheran 
 

March 9 
I am . . . the Way, the Truth, and the Life - John 14:6 

Pastor Jonathan Caldwell, Oakdale Evangelical Free Church 
 

March 16 
I am . . . the Vine - John 15:5 

Pastor Jeff Harris, Mount Olive & First Baptist Church 
 

2016 Giving:  Cherokee County Work Services, C.A.P. Food Pantry, 
CAASA, Mid-Sioux, Cherokee Hospice, and CCMA 

Call the office 
225-2667  

Church 
Custodian 
Volunteers 

Needed 

We want to thank all of our 

fabulous custodial volunteers 

for keeping our church clean 

and maintained each and 

every week.  Your dedication 

to the stewardship of our 

facility does not go 

unnoticed and we appreciate 

each and everyone of you.  

GREAT IMMERSION!  

Easter Lilies 
Available 
$13.00 each 

Call the office 
712-225-2667 

or  
Sign up in the 

lobby 



January 31, 2016  

Attendance:  77  

Offering:  $2,011.10  
 

February 7, 2016  

Attendance:  74  

Offering:  $2,125.75  
 

February 14, 2016  

Attendance: 81  

Offering: $3,695.00  
 

February 21, 2016  

Attendance:  63  

Offering:  $2,073.25  

Church Offering  

Attendance  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non -Profit Organization                       

U. S. Postage                                    

PAID                                               

Cherokee, Iowa                                    

Permit Number 153  

772 N. 2nd  Street  

Cherokee, Iowa 51012  

Anya Cook  

PO Box 262 

Cherokee, IA 51012  

712-225-2667 

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

www.cherokeefcc.com  

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.  

Childrenõs Church 

Nursery Available  

 

Discipleship Groups 

Sundays 10:45 a.m.  

 

Youth Ministry 

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.  

Minister  

Tom Lewis 

221 - 1858 (cell)  

tomlewis200@gmail.com  
 

Secretary  

Nancy Nelson  

225-2667  (office)  

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

Church Office Hours:  
Monday ñFriday  

9 amñ2 p.m.  

Elders 

Mike Sparks 261-4730 

Chris Weinreich 375 -5035 
 

Deacons  

Mark Patten 283 -2813 

Larry Heschke 221 -7592 

Church Leadership  

Worship  

NCC Presents
Rural Church Conference

March 5, 2016

First Church of Christ

772 N. 2nd Street
Cherokee, Iowa

4 WAYS TO REGISTER 
 

¶ Sign Up Sheet in Lobby 
¶ Online: www.cherokeefcc.com 
¶ Email: cherokeefcc@gmail.com 
¶ Call: (712) 225-2667 

March 6 March 13 March 20 March 27 

Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message 

 Mike Sparks  Chris Weinreich Guy Fishman Dennis Smith 

Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion 

Joe Draper Kirk Nelson Chris Weinreich Larry Heschke 

Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers 

Dennis Smith 
Mark Patten 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Kirk Nelson 
Danny Salter 
Larry Heschke 

Benjamin Nelson 
Robert Crouch 
MCS Student 

Joe Draper 
Ralph Kaufman 

Benjamin Nelson 
Laverne Gano 

Dennis Ducommun 
MCS Student 

Mark Patten 
Dennis Smith 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader 

Pam Cronin Wren Smith Cheri Salter Wren Smith 

Singers Singers Singers Singers 

  Larry Heschke 
Thad 

Sharon Henkel 
J.J. 

Jordan 

Pam Cronin 
Steven Rupp 

Thad 

Dennis Smith 
Marcia Casey 

Trevor 

Piano Piano Piano Piano 

Eleanor Johnston   Wren Smith   

Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard 

  Wren Smith Eleanor Johnston Wren Smith 

Guitar Guitar Guitar Guitar 

  Mark Casey   Mark Casey 

Bass Bass Bass Bass 

  Guy Fishman   Guy Fishman 

Sound Sound Sound Sound 

Robert Inman Mike Sparks Larry Heschke Mike Sparks 

PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint 

Annalie Nelson Colton Henkel  Nancy Nelson Kathy Lewis 



These are just two of the many, many words that I might 
use to describe my experience at the Preaching & Teaching 
Conference at Ozark Christian College this week.  Just as the 
woman at the well fetching water received much more than she 
could ever imagine, so it was with me in Joplin Missouri this 
week.   Questions like:  Do we authentically take time to think 
about God?  Where is He in YOUR life?  No, really, I want each 
of you to ask yourselves that one question for starters.  Have we 
as a society forgotten to take time to study, to contemplate and 
just stop to think?  Or has our high speed multimedia world 
rendered us incapable of such seemingly mundane but 
extremely import aspects of life?  Over the course of the next 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άŎƘŀǘǘŜǊέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
thought provoking ideas for greater consumption by the 
congregation, so stay tuned! 

 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άŦǳƭƭ ǇƭŀǘŜέ 
conference as possible we networked with each other, 
attempting to attend as many different workshops as possible.  
This approach meant that never would two of us be in the same 
classroom at the same time except for the sessions.  The week 
started off with preconference workshops.  There was great 
insight from all three of the authors of the e2 (effective elders) 
book series that your board and preacher have been working 
our way through for the past several months.  I know that I 
gained some personal insight into several things that either are 
ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŜȄ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
remainder of this decade and beyond.  By utilizing some of the 
after conference medial and personal testimony we should be 
able to share with Mark and Larry some of the experience as 
well.  To my surprise I found that some of the conference topics 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ άƭƛƎƘǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
therefore of a lesser value provided just as much stimulating 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ϧ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άƘŜŀǾȅ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎέ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

 

Presenters were to a fault thoughtful, well prepared, 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ th²9wC¦[[¸ hb Dh5Ω{ 
MESSAGE!  I must report I believe that each one of us had 
many, many opportunities to refill, recharge & refresh our 
spiritual selves.  This was artfully coupled with simple 
straightforward ways to gain new insights into old problems & 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  L 
see the restoration movement as strong and getting stronger 
in the face of continued assaults on many fronts.  This 

conference in my opinion was 
worth every penny of its cost.  
It should pay dividends if we 
are able to implement even a 
few of the best ideas into our 
current structure as we 
continue to evolve in the 21st 
century.  Thank you FCC!   
!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ wǳǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 

everything we can to make it a bigger success than ever.  And 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΗ 

 

P.S.:  During our stay in Joplin your pastor and elders also 
made time for a side trip to American Rehabilitation Ministries 
(A.R.M.) there in Joplin.  While we were not able to visit with 
Joe Garman we were able to see, touch & ask questions about a 
fiberglass replacement baptistery vessel that they sell.  With this 
well constructed tub we would be able to retrofit our existing 
baptistery.  These units come in many different configurations 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ Řƻǿƴέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
tub and nothing else.  At the end of the day a decision was 
made to purchase one of these units surrounded by a wooden 
frame prior to shipment for $1,022.  It should be delivered 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ άōƭŀƴƪέ ǎƻ 
that as tub placement and plumbing locations become known 
they can be drilled for an exact fit on site.  Some minor 
remodeling of the present baptistery area will likely be required; 
however it should not adversely impact the look of the stage 
back area.  We will be enlisting the aid of able skilled volunteers 
and only as many professional folks as necessary to complete a 
clean efficient installation.  A complete pre-installation report 
will be provided to the congregation as more details become 
available.  

In Christian Service 
Chris 
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 Why do I love the Disney movie "The Lion King"? 
Because my daughter does. Why do I love to watch Sprint 
Car racing? Because my uncle does.  I don't love my daughter 
because of a movie... I don't love my uncle because of Sprint 
cars.  Now, in the same way... Why do I love the church?... 
because Jesus does. My relationship with the ones I love 
causes me to love the things they value and love. Jesus loves 
the church. He loves every last one of us messy, broken, 
blessed, happy, depressed, drunk, rich, athletic, fit, healthy, 
lazy, stealing, addicted, well-adjusted, responsible, cussing, 
abusive, bigoted, angry, patient, humble, tender, innocent, 
tender, patient, kind .... he loves people and created His 
Bride (the church) so that we can work, walk, run, help, pull, 
push and pray for and with each other because ... He gave 
his church for us... he is the Head, we are the body... we 
need each other.  I love the church and it has value 

because the one I love, ... Jesus... loves her.  In an illustration 
that the Apostle Paul was using to describe how a husband 
should love his wife we see that the bible says Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her.  (Ephesians 5:25)  
 
 Love the Church!  That is my plea this morning; that 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ  {ƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅΣ άhƘΣ L Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ά/έ /ƘǳǊŎƘΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άŎέ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 
much.  That way of thinking is contrary at its very core.  I 
understand that spending time in a garage no more makes 
ȅƻǳ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
makes you a Christian.  But, let me ask, where do you expect 
to find a mechanic?  Some are better at it than others, but 
none-the-ƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΧΦΚ  L ǇǊŀȅ 
that we do not withhold the precious gift of presence from 
one another and that we join together, commit to the body, 
A body, .. His body.  I Love this Church!  
     Pray, Love, Live 

     Preacher Tom 

March 
Birthday 

Anniversaries 
1 
Robert Hartwig 
Leah K. (MCS Staff) 
2 
Dennis Ducommun 
Angel Jansen 
3 
Ralph Kaufman 
Cole Plum 
4 
Cody L. 
5 
Becca Sparks 
Ali Ortwine (Jr. High) 
Jim & Gloria Anderson 
8 
Jerry & Joyce Clark 

9 
Royce Cougill 
Derrick Mohror (MCS Staff) 
11 
Eleanor Varce 
13 
Colton Henkel 
Cory Ege (MCS Staff) 
22 
Danny Salter 
Logan B. (MCS Student) 
26 
Samuel Collins (Jr. High) 
28 
Hannah Lewis 
30 
Twyla Schmillen 

Bring your bible 

Want to pray? 

Coffee  
Talk  

6:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays  Jesus said, ´I am . . .µ 

{ŜǊƳƻƴΩǎ !ƭŀ /ŀǊǘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
NOON at Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

March 2 
I am . . . the Resurrection and the Life - John 11:25-26 

Pastor Jon Riggert, Trinity Lutheran 
 

March 9 
I am . . . the Way, the Truth, and the Life - John 14:6 

Pastor Jonathan Caldwell, Oakdale Evangelical Free Church 
 

March 16 
I am . . . the Vine - John 15:5 

Pastor Jeff Harris, Mount Olive & First Baptist Church 
 

2016 Giving:  Cherokee County Work Services, C.A.P. Food Pantry, 
CAASA, Mid-Sioux, Cherokee Hospice, and CCMA 

Call the office 
225-2667  

Church 
Custodian 
Volunteers 

Needed 

We want to thank all of our 

fabulous custodial volunteers 

for keeping our church clean 

and maintained each and 

every week.  Your dedication 

to the stewardship of our 

facility does not go 

unnoticed and we appreciate 

each and everyone of you.  

GREAT IMMERSION!  

Easter Lilies 
Available 
$13.00 each 

Call the office 
712-225-2667 

or  
Sign up in the 

lobby 



January 31, 2016  

Attendance:  77  

Offering:  $2,011.10  
 

February 7, 2016  

Attendance:  74  

Offering:  $2,125.75  
 

February 14, 2016  

Attendance: 81  

Offering: $3,695.00  
 

February 21, 2016  

Attendance:  63  

Offering:  $2,073.25  

Church Offering  

Attendance  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non -Profit Organization                       

U. S. Postage                                    

PAID                                               

Cherokee, Iowa                                    

Permit Number 153  

772 N. 2nd  Street  

Cherokee, Iowa 51012  

Emily Reed  

231 W. Main Apt. 305  

Cherokee, IA 51012  

712-225-2667 

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

www.cherokeefcc.com  

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.  

Childrenõs Church 

Nursery Available  

 

Discipleship Groups 

Sundays 10:45 a.m.  

 

Youth Ministry 

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.  

Minister  

Tom Lewis 

221 - 1858 (cell)  

tomlewis200@gmail.com  
 

Secretary  

Nancy Nelson  

225-2667  (office)  

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

Church Office Hours:  
Monday ñFriday  

9 amñ2 p.m.  

Elders 

Mike Sparks 261-4730 

Chris Weinreich 375 -5035 
 

Deacons  

Mark Patten 283 -2813 

Larry Heschke 221 -7592 

Church Leadership  

Worship  

NCC Presents
Rural Church Conference

March 5, 2016

First Church of Christ

772 N. 2nd Street
Cherokee, Iowa

4 WAYS TO REGISTER 
 

¶ Sign Up Sheet in Lobby 
¶ Online: www.cherokeefcc.com 
¶ Email: cherokeefcc@gmail.com 
¶ Call: (712) 225-2667 

March 6 March 13 March 20 March 27 

Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message 

 Mike Sparks  Chris Weinreich Guy Fishman Dennis Smith 

Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion 

Joe Draper Kirk Nelson Chris Weinreich Larry Heschke 

Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers 

Dennis Smith 
Mark Patten 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Kirk Nelson 
Danny Salter 
Larry Heschke 

Benjamin Nelson 
Robert Crouch 
MCS Student 

Joe Draper 
Ralph Kaufman 

Benjamin Nelson 
Laverne Gano 

Dennis Ducommun 
MCS Student 

Mark Patten 
Dennis Smith 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader 

Pam Cronin Wren Smith Cheri Salter Wren Smith 

Singers Singers Singers Singers 

  Larry Heschke 
Thad 

Sharon Henkel 
J.J. 

Jordan 

Pam Cronin 
Steven Rupp 

Thad 

Dennis Smith 
Marcia Casey 

Trevor 

Piano Piano Piano Piano 

Eleanor Johnston   Wren Smith   

Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard 

  Wren Smith Eleanor Johnston Wren Smith 

Guitar Guitar Guitar Guitar 

  Mark Casey   Mark Casey 

Bass Bass Bass Bass 

  Guy Fishman   Guy Fishman 

Sound Sound Sound Sound 

Robert Inman Mike Sparks Larry Heschke Mike Sparks 

PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint 

Annalie Nelson Colton Henkel  Nancy Nelson Kathy Lewis 



These are just two of the many, many words that I might 
use to describe my experience at the Preaching & Teaching 
Conference at Ozark Christian College this week.  Just as the 
woman at the well fetching water received much more than she 
could ever imagine, so it was with me in Joplin Missouri this 
week.   Questions like:  Do we authentically take time to think 
about God?  Where is He in YOUR life?  No, really, I want each 
of you to ask yourselves that one question for starters.  Have we 
as a society forgotten to take time to study, to contemplate and 
just stop to think?  Or has our high speed multimedia world 
rendered us incapable of such seemingly mundane but 
extremely import aspects of life?  Over the course of the next 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άŎƘŀǘǘŜǊέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
thought provoking ideas for greater consumption by the 
congregation, so stay tuned! 

 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άŦǳƭƭ ǇƭŀǘŜέ 
conference as possible we networked with each other, 
attempting to attend as many different workshops as possible.  
This approach meant that never would two of us be in the same 
classroom at the same time except for the sessions.  The week 
started off with preconference workshops.  There was great 
insight from all three of the authors of the e2 (effective elders) 
book series that your board and preacher have been working 
our way through for the past several months.  I know that I 
gained some personal insight into several things that either are 
ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŜȄ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
remainder of this decade and beyond.  By utilizing some of the 
after conference medial and personal testimony we should be 
able to share with Mark and Larry some of the experience as 
well.  To my surprise I found that some of the conference topics 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ άƭƛƎƘǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
therefore of a lesser value provided just as much stimulating 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ϧ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άƘŜŀǾȅ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎέ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

 

Presenters were to a fault thoughtful, well prepared, 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ th²9wC¦[[¸ hb Dh5Ω{ 
MESSAGE!  I must report I believe that each one of us had 
many, many opportunities to refill, recharge & refresh our 
spiritual selves.  This was artfully coupled with simple 
straightforward ways to gain new insights into old problems & 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  L 
see the restoration movement as strong and getting stronger 
in the face of continued assaults on many fronts.  This 

conference in my opinion was 
worth every penny of its cost.  
It should pay dividends if we 
are able to implement even a 
few of the best ideas into our 
current structure as we 
continue to evolve in the 21st 
century.  Thank you FCC!   
!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ wǳǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 

everything we can to make it a bigger success than ever.  And 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΗ 

 

P.S.:  During our stay in Joplin your pastor and elders also 
made time for a side trip to American Rehabilitation Ministries 
(A.R.M.) there in Joplin.  While we were not able to visit with 
Joe Garman we were able to see, touch & ask questions about a 
fiberglass replacement baptistery vessel that they sell.  With this 
well constructed tub we would be able to retrofit our existing 
baptistery.  These units come in many different configurations 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ Řƻǿƴέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
tub and nothing else.  At the end of the day a decision was 
made to purchase one of these units surrounded by a wooden 
frame prior to shipment for $1,022.  It should be delivered 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ άōƭŀƴƪέ ǎƻ 
that as tub placement and plumbing locations become known 
they can be drilled for an exact fit on site.  Some minor 
remodeling of the present baptistery area will likely be required; 
however it should not adversely impact the look of the stage 
back area.  We will be enlisting the aid of able skilled volunteers 
and only as many professional folks as necessary to complete a 
clean efficient installation.  A complete pre-installation report 
will be provided to the congregation as more details become 
available.  

In Christian Service 
Chris 
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 Why do I love the Disney movie "The Lion King"? 
Because my daughter does. Why do I love to watch Sprint 
Car racing? Because my uncle does.  I don't love my daughter 
because of a movie... I don't love my uncle because of Sprint 
cars.  Now, in the same way... Why do I love the church?... 
because Jesus does. My relationship with the ones I love 
causes me to love the things they value and love. Jesus loves 
the church. He loves every last one of us messy, broken, 
blessed, happy, depressed, drunk, rich, athletic, fit, healthy, 
lazy, stealing, addicted, well-adjusted, responsible, cussing, 
abusive, bigoted, angry, patient, humble, tender, innocent, 
tender, patient, kind .... he loves people and created His 
Bride (the church) so that we can work, walk, run, help, pull, 
push and pray for and with each other because ... He gave 
his church for us... he is the Head, we are the body... we 
need each other.  I love the church and it has value 

because the one I love, ... Jesus... loves her.  In an illustration 
that the Apostle Paul was using to describe how a husband 
should love his wife we see that the bible says Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her.  (Ephesians 5:25)  
 
 Love the Church!  That is my plea this morning; that 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ  {ƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅΣ άhƘΣ L Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ά/έ /ƘǳǊŎƘΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άŎέ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 
much.  That way of thinking is contrary at its very core.  I 
understand that spending time in a garage no more makes 
ȅƻǳ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
makes you a Christian.  But, let me ask, where do you expect 
to find a mechanic?  Some are better at it than others, but 
none-the-ƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΧΦΚ  L ǇǊŀȅ 
that we do not withhold the precious gift of presence from 
one another and that we join together, commit to the body, 
A body, .. His body.  I Love this Church!  
     Pray, Love, Live 

     Preacher Tom 

March 
Birthday 

Anniversaries 
1 
Robert Hartwig 
Leah K. (MCS Staff) 
2 
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Angel Jansen 
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Jim & Gloria Anderson 
8 
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9 
Royce Cougill 
Derrick Mohror (MCS Staff) 
11 
Eleanor Varce 
13 
Colton Henkel 
Cory Ege (MCS Staff) 
22 
Danny Salter 
Logan B. (MCS Student) 
26 
Samuel Collins (Jr. High) 
28 
Hannah Lewis 
30 
Twyla Schmillen 

Bring your bible 

Want to pray? 

Coffee  
Talk  

6:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays  Jesus said, ´I am . . .µ 

{ŜǊƳƻƴΩǎ !ƭŀ /ŀǊǘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
NOON at Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

March 2 
I am . . . the Resurrection and the Life - John 11:25-26 

Pastor Jon Riggert, Trinity Lutheran 
 

March 9 
I am . . . the Way, the Truth, and the Life - John 14:6 

Pastor Jonathan Caldwell, Oakdale Evangelical Free Church 
 

March 16 
I am . . . the Vine - John 15:5 

Pastor Jeff Harris, Mount Olive & First Baptist Church 
 

2016 Giving:  Cherokee County Work Services, C.A.P. Food Pantry, 
CAASA, Mid-Sioux, Cherokee Hospice, and CCMA 

Call the office 
225-2667  

Church 
Custodian 
Volunteers 

Needed 

We want to thank all of our 

fabulous custodial volunteers 

for keeping our church clean 

and maintained each and 

every week.  Your dedication 

to the stewardship of our 

facility does not go 

unnoticed and we appreciate 

each and everyone of you.  

GREAT IMMERSION!  

Easter Lilies 
Available 
$13.00 each 

Call the office 
712-225-2667 

or  
Sign up in the 

lobby 



January 31, 2016  

Attendance:  77  

Offering:  $2,011.10  
 

February 7, 2016  

Attendance:  74  

Offering:  $2,125.75  
 

February 14, 2016  

Attendance: 81  

Offering: $3,695.00  
 

February 21, 2016  

Attendance:  63  

Offering:  $2,073.25  
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Childrenõs Church 

Nursery Available  

 

Discipleship Groups 

Sundays 10:45 a.m.  

 

Youth Ministry 

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.  

Minister  

Tom Lewis 

221 - 1858 (cell)  

tomlewis200@gmail.com  
 

Secretary  

Nancy Nelson  

225-2667  (office)  

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

Church Office Hours:  
Monday ñFriday  

9 amñ2 p.m.  

Elders 

Mike Sparks 261-4730 

Chris Weinreich 375 -5035 
 

Deacons  

Mark Patten 283 -2813 

Larry Heschke 221 -7592 

Church Leadership  

Worship  

NCC Presents
Rural Church Conference

March 5, 2016

First Church of Christ

772 N. 2nd Street
Cherokee, Iowa

4 WAYS TO REGISTER 
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¶ Email: cherokeefcc@gmail.com 
¶ Call: (712) 225-2667 
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  Guy Fishman   Guy Fishman 

Sound Sound Sound Sound 

Robert Inman Mike Sparks Larry Heschke Mike Sparks 
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These are just two of the many, many words that I might 
use to describe my experience at the Preaching & Teaching 
Conference at Ozark Christian College this week.  Just as the 
woman at the well fetching water received much more than she 
could ever imagine, so it was with me in Joplin Missouri this 
week.   Questions like:  Do we authentically take time to think 
about God?  Where is He in YOUR life?  No, really, I want each 
of you to ask yourselves that one question for starters.  Have we 
as a society forgotten to take time to study, to contemplate and 
just stop to think?  Or has our high speed multimedia world 
rendered us incapable of such seemingly mundane but 
extremely import aspects of life?  Over the course of the next 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άŎƘŀǘǘŜǊέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
thought provoking ideas for greater consumption by the 
congregation, so stay tuned! 

 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άŦǳƭƭ ǇƭŀǘŜέ 
conference as possible we networked with each other, 
attempting to attend as many different workshops as possible.  
This approach meant that never would two of us be in the same 
classroom at the same time except for the sessions.  The week 
started off with preconference workshops.  There was great 
insight from all three of the authors of the e2 (effective elders) 
book series that your board and preacher have been working 
our way through for the past several months.  I know that I 
gained some personal insight into several things that either are 
ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŜȄ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
remainder of this decade and beyond.  By utilizing some of the 
after conference medial and personal testimony we should be 
able to share with Mark and Larry some of the experience as 
well.  To my surprise I found that some of the conference topics 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ άƭƛƎƘǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
therefore of a lesser value provided just as much stimulating 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ϧ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άƘŜŀǾȅ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎέ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

 

Presenters were to a fault thoughtful, well prepared, 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ th²9wC¦[[¸ hb Dh5Ω{ 
MESSAGE!  I must report I believe that each one of us had 
many, many opportunities to refill, recharge & refresh our 
spiritual selves.  This was artfully coupled with simple 
straightforward ways to gain new insights into old problems & 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  L 
see the restoration movement as strong and getting stronger 
in the face of continued assaults on many fronts.  This 

conference in my opinion was 
worth every penny of its cost.  
It should pay dividends if we 
are able to implement even a 
few of the best ideas into our 
current structure as we 
continue to evolve in the 21st 
century.  Thank you FCC!   
!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ wǳǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 

everything we can to make it a bigger success than ever.  And 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΗ 

 

P.S.:  During our stay in Joplin your pastor and elders also 
made time for a side trip to American Rehabilitation Ministries 
(A.R.M.) there in Joplin.  While we were not able to visit with 
Joe Garman we were able to see, touch & ask questions about a 
fiberglass replacement baptistery vessel that they sell.  With this 
well constructed tub we would be able to retrofit our existing 
baptistery.  These units come in many different configurations 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ Řƻǿƴέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
tub and nothing else.  At the end of the day a decision was 
made to purchase one of these units surrounded by a wooden 
frame prior to shipment for $1,022.  It should be delivered 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ άōƭŀƴƪέ ǎƻ 
that as tub placement and plumbing locations become known 
they can be drilled for an exact fit on site.  Some minor 
remodeling of the present baptistery area will likely be required; 
however it should not adversely impact the look of the stage 
back area.  We will be enlisting the aid of able skilled volunteers 
and only as many professional folks as necessary to complete a 
clean efficient installation.  A complete pre-installation report 
will be provided to the congregation as more details become 
available.  

In Christian Service 
Chris 

Esther
Circle
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 Why do I love the Disney movie "The Lion King"? 
Because my daughter does. Why do I love to watch Sprint 
Car racing? Because my uncle does.  I don't love my daughter 
because of a movie... I don't love my uncle because of Sprint 
cars.  Now, in the same way... Why do I love the church?... 
because Jesus does. My relationship with the ones I love 
causes me to love the things they value and love. Jesus loves 
the church. He loves every last one of us messy, broken, 
blessed, happy, depressed, drunk, rich, athletic, fit, healthy, 
lazy, stealing, addicted, well-adjusted, responsible, cussing, 
abusive, bigoted, angry, patient, humble, tender, innocent, 
tender, patient, kind .... he loves people and created His 
Bride (the church) so that we can work, walk, run, help, pull, 
push and pray for and with each other because ... He gave 
his church for us... he is the Head, we are the body... we 
need each other.  I love the church and it has value 

because the one I love, ... Jesus... loves her.  In an illustration 
that the Apostle Paul was using to describe how a husband 
should love his wife we see that the bible says Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her.  (Ephesians 5:25)  
 
 Love the Church!  That is my plea this morning; that 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ  {ƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅΣ άhƘΣ L Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ά/έ /ƘǳǊŎƘΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άŎέ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 
much.  That way of thinking is contrary at its very core.  I 
understand that spending time in a garage no more makes 
ȅƻǳ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
makes you a Christian.  But, let me ask, where do you expect 
to find a mechanic?  Some are better at it than others, but 
none-the-ƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΧΦΚ  L ǇǊŀȅ 
that we do not withhold the precious gift of presence from 
one another and that we join together, commit to the body, 
A body, .. His body.  I Love this Church!  
     Pray, Love, Live 

     Preacher Tom 

March 
Birthday 

Anniversaries 
1 
Robert Hartwig 
Leah K. (MCS Staff) 
2 
Dennis Ducommun 
Angel Jansen 
3 
Ralph Kaufman 
Cole Plum 
4 
Cody L. 
5 
Becca Sparks 
Ali Ortwine (Jr. High) 
Jim & Gloria Anderson 
8 
Jerry & Joyce Clark 

9 
Royce Cougill 
Derrick Mohror (MCS Staff) 
11 
Eleanor Varce 
13 
Colton Henkel 
Cory Ege (MCS Staff) 
22 
Danny Salter 
Logan B. (MCS Student) 
26 
Samuel Collins (Jr. High) 
28 
Hannah Lewis 
30 
Twyla Schmillen 

Bring your bible 

Want to pray? 

Coffee  
Talk  

6:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays  Jesus said, ´I am . . .µ 

{ŜǊƳƻƴΩǎ !ƭŀ /ŀǊǘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
NOON at Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

March 2 
I am . . . the Resurrection and the Life - John 11:25-26 

Pastor Jon Riggert, Trinity Lutheran 
 

March 9 
I am . . . the Way, the Truth, and the Life - John 14:6 

Pastor Jonathan Caldwell, Oakdale Evangelical Free Church 
 

March 16 
I am . . . the Vine - John 15:5 

Pastor Jeff Harris, Mount Olive & First Baptist Church 
 

2016 Giving:  Cherokee County Work Services, C.A.P. Food Pantry, 
CAASA, Mid-Sioux, Cherokee Hospice, and CCMA 

Call the office 
225-2667  

Church 
Custodian 
Volunteers 

Needed 

We want to thank all of our 

fabulous custodial volunteers 

for keeping our church clean 

and maintained each and 

every week.  Your dedication 

to the stewardship of our 

facility does not go 

unnoticed and we appreciate 

each and everyone of you.  

GREAT IMMERSION!  

Easter Lilies 
Available 
$13.00 each 

Call the office 
712-225-2667 

or  
Sign up in the 

lobby 



January 31, 2016  

Attendance:  77  

Offering:  $2,011.10  
 

February 7, 2016  

Attendance:  74  

Offering:  $2,125.75  
 

February 14, 2016  

Attendance: 81  

Offering: $3,695.00  
 

February 21, 2016  

Attendance:  63  

Offering:  $2,073.25  
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Zachary J.  
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Peterson, IA 51047  
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cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

www.cherokeefcc.com  

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.  

Childrenõs Church 

Nursery Available  

 

Discipleship Groups 

Sundays 10:45 a.m.  

 

Youth Ministry 

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.  

Minister  

Tom Lewis 

221 - 1858 (cell)  

tomlewis200@gmail.com  
 

Secretary  

Nancy Nelson  

225-2667  (office)  

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

Church Office Hours:  
Monday ñFriday  

9 amñ2 p.m.  

Elders 

Mike Sparks 261-4730 

Chris Weinreich 375 -5035 
 

Deacons  

Mark Patten 283 -2813 

Larry Heschke 221 -7592 

Church Leadership  

Worship  

NCC Presents
Rural Church Conference

March 5, 2016

First Church of Christ

772 N. 2nd Street
Cherokee, Iowa

4 WAYS TO REGISTER 
 

¶ Sign Up Sheet in Lobby 
¶ Online: www.cherokeefcc.com 
¶ Email: cherokeefcc@gmail.com 
¶ Call: (712) 225-2667 
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Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers 
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Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 
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Kirk Nelson 
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Larry Heschke 

Benjamin Nelson 
Robert Crouch 
MCS Student 

Joe Draper 
Ralph Kaufman 
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Dennis Ducommun 
MCS Student 

Mark Patten 
Dennis Smith 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader 

Pam Cronin Wren Smith Cheri Salter Wren Smith 
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Thad 

Sharon Henkel 
J.J. 

Jordan 

Pam Cronin 
Steven Rupp 

Thad 

Dennis Smith 
Marcia Casey 

Trevor 

Piano Piano Piano Piano 

Eleanor Johnston   Wren Smith   

Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard 

  Wren Smith Eleanor Johnston Wren Smith 

Guitar Guitar Guitar Guitar 

  Mark Casey   Mark Casey 

Bass Bass Bass Bass 

  Guy Fishman   Guy Fishman 

Sound Sound Sound Sound 

Robert Inman Mike Sparks Larry Heschke Mike Sparks 

PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint 

Annalie Nelson Colton Henkel  Nancy Nelson Kathy Lewis 



These are just two of the many, many words that I might 
use to describe my experience at the Preaching & Teaching 
Conference at Ozark Christian College this week.  Just as the 
woman at the well fetching water received much more than she 
could ever imagine, so it was with me in Joplin Missouri this 
week.   Questions like:  Do we authentically take time to think 
about God?  Where is He in YOUR life?  No, really, I want each 
of you to ask yourselves that one question for starters.  Have we 
as a society forgotten to take time to study, to contemplate and 
just stop to think?  Or has our high speed multimedia world 
rendered us incapable of such seemingly mundane but 
extremely import aspects of life?  Over the course of the next 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άŎƘŀǘǘŜǊέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
thought provoking ideas for greater consumption by the 
congregation, so stay tuned! 

 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άŦǳƭƭ ǇƭŀǘŜέ 
conference as possible we networked with each other, 
attempting to attend as many different workshops as possible.  
This approach meant that never would two of us be in the same 
classroom at the same time except for the sessions.  The week 
started off with preconference workshops.  There was great 
insight from all three of the authors of the e2 (effective elders) 
book series that your board and preacher have been working 
our way through for the past several months.  I know that I 
gained some personal insight into several things that either are 
ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŜȄ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
remainder of this decade and beyond.  By utilizing some of the 
after conference medial and personal testimony we should be 
able to share with Mark and Larry some of the experience as 
well.  To my surprise I found that some of the conference topics 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ άƭƛƎƘǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
therefore of a lesser value provided just as much stimulating 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ϧ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άƘŜŀǾȅ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎέ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

 

Presenters were to a fault thoughtful, well prepared, 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ th²9wC¦[[¸ hb Dh5Ω{ 
MESSAGE!  I must report I believe that each one of us had 
many, many opportunities to refill, recharge & refresh our 
spiritual selves.  This was artfully coupled with simple 
straightforward ways to gain new insights into old problems & 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  L 
see the restoration movement as strong and getting stronger 
in the face of continued assaults on many fronts.  This 

conference in my opinion was 
worth every penny of its cost.  
It should pay dividends if we 
are able to implement even a 
few of the best ideas into our 
current structure as we 
continue to evolve in the 21st 
century.  Thank you FCC!   
!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ wǳǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 

everything we can to make it a bigger success than ever.  And 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΗ 

 

P.S.:  During our stay in Joplin your pastor and elders also 
made time for a side trip to American Rehabilitation Ministries 
(A.R.M.) there in Joplin.  While we were not able to visit with 
Joe Garman we were able to see, touch & ask questions about a 
fiberglass replacement baptistery vessel that they sell.  With this 
well constructed tub we would be able to retrofit our existing 
baptistery.  These units come in many different configurations 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ Řƻǿƴέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
tub and nothing else.  At the end of the day a decision was 
made to purchase one of these units surrounded by a wooden 
frame prior to shipment for $1,022.  It should be delivered 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ άōƭŀƴƪέ ǎƻ 
that as tub placement and plumbing locations become known 
they can be drilled for an exact fit on site.  Some minor 
remodeling of the present baptistery area will likely be required; 
however it should not adversely impact the look of the stage 
back area.  We will be enlisting the aid of able skilled volunteers 
and only as many professional folks as necessary to complete a 
clean efficient installation.  A complete pre-installation report 
will be provided to the congregation as more details become 
available.  

In Christian Service 
Chris 
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 Why do I love the Disney movie "The Lion King"? 
Because my daughter does. Why do I love to watch Sprint 
Car racing? Because my uncle does.  I don't love my daughter 
because of a movie... I don't love my uncle because of Sprint 
cars.  Now, in the same way... Why do I love the church?... 
because Jesus does. My relationship with the ones I love 
causes me to love the things they value and love. Jesus loves 
the church. He loves every last one of us messy, broken, 
blessed, happy, depressed, drunk, rich, athletic, fit, healthy, 
lazy, stealing, addicted, well-adjusted, responsible, cussing, 
abusive, bigoted, angry, patient, humble, tender, innocent, 
tender, patient, kind .... he loves people and created His 
Bride (the church) so that we can work, walk, run, help, pull, 
push and pray for and with each other because ... He gave 
his church for us... he is the Head, we are the body... we 
need each other.  I love the church and it has value 

because the one I love, ... Jesus... loves her.  In an illustration 
that the Apostle Paul was using to describe how a husband 
should love his wife we see that the bible says Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her.  (Ephesians 5:25)  
 
 Love the Church!  That is my plea this morning; that 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ  {ƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅΣ άhƘΣ L Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ά/έ /ƘǳǊŎƘΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άŎέ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 
much.  That way of thinking is contrary at its very core.  I 
understand that spending time in a garage no more makes 
ȅƻǳ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
makes you a Christian.  But, let me ask, where do you expect 
to find a mechanic?  Some are better at it than others, but 
none-the-ƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΧΦΚ  L ǇǊŀȅ 
that we do not withhold the precious gift of presence from 
one another and that we join together, commit to the body, 
A body, .. His body.  I Love this Church!  
     Pray, Love, Live 

     Preacher Tom 

March 
Birthday 

Anniversaries 
1 
Robert Hartwig 
Leah K. (MCS Staff) 
2 
Dennis Ducommun 
Angel Jansen 
3 
Ralph Kaufman 
Cole Plum 
4 
Cody L. 
5 
Becca Sparks 
Ali Ortwine (Jr. High) 
Jim & Gloria Anderson 
8 
Jerry & Joyce Clark 

9 
Royce Cougill 
Derrick Mohror (MCS Staff) 
11 
Eleanor Varce 
13 
Colton Henkel 
Cory Ege (MCS Staff) 
22 
Danny Salter 
Logan B. (MCS Student) 
26 
Samuel Collins (Jr. High) 
28 
Hannah Lewis 
30 
Twyla Schmillen 

Bring your bible 

Want to pray? 

Coffee  
Talk  

6:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays  Jesus said, ´I am . . .µ 

{ŜǊƳƻƴΩǎ !ƭŀ /ŀǊǘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
NOON at Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

March 2 
I am . . . the Resurrection and the Life - John 11:25-26 

Pastor Jon Riggert, Trinity Lutheran 
 

March 9 
I am . . . the Way, the Truth, and the Life - John 14:6 

Pastor Jonathan Caldwell, Oakdale Evangelical Free Church 
 

March 16 
I am . . . the Vine - John 15:5 

Pastor Jeff Harris, Mount Olive & First Baptist Church 
 

2016 Giving:  Cherokee County Work Services, C.A.P. Food Pantry, 
CAASA, Mid-Sioux, Cherokee Hospice, and CCMA 

Call the office 
225-2667  

Church 
Custodian 
Volunteers 

Needed 

We want to thank all of our 

fabulous custodial volunteers 

for keeping our church clean 

and maintained each and 

every week.  Your dedication 

to the stewardship of our 

facility does not go 

unnoticed and we appreciate 

each and everyone of you.  

GREAT IMMERSION!  

Easter Lilies 
Available 
$13.00 each 

Call the office 
712-225-2667 

or  
Sign up in the 

lobby 



January 31, 2016  

Attendance:  77  

Offering:  $2,011.10  
 

February 7, 2016  

Attendance:  74  

Offering:  $2,125.75  
 

February 14, 2016  

Attendance: 81  

Offering: $3,695.00  
 

February 21, 2016  

Attendance:  63  

Offering:  $2,073.25  

Church Offering  

Attendance  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non -Profit Organization                       

U. S. Postage                                    

PAID                                               

Cherokee, Iowa                                    

Permit Number 153  

772 N. 2nd  Street  

Cherokee, Iowa 51012  

Darrien G.  

4509 20th Avenue  

Peterson, IA 51047  

712-225-2667 

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

www.cherokeefcc.com  

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.  

Childrenõs Church 

Nursery Available  

 

Discipleship Groups 

Sundays 10:45 a.m.  

 

Youth Ministry 

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.  

Minister  

Tom Lewis 

221 - 1858 (cell)  

tomlewis200@gmail.com  
 

Secretary  

Nancy Nelson  

225-2667  (office)  

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

Church Office Hours:  
Monday ñFriday  

9 amñ2 p.m.  

Elders 

Mike Sparks 261-4730 

Chris Weinreich 375 -5035 
 

Deacons  

Mark Patten 283 -2813 

Larry Heschke 221 -7592 

Church Leadership  

Worship  

NCC Presents
Rural Church Conference

March 5, 2016

First Church of Christ

772 N. 2nd Street
Cherokee, Iowa

4 WAYS TO REGISTER 
 

¶ Sign Up Sheet in Lobby 
¶ Online: www.cherokeefcc.com 
¶ Email: cherokeefcc@gmail.com 
¶ Call: (712) 225-2667 

March 6 March 13 March 20 March 27 

Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message 

 Mike Sparks  Chris Weinreich Guy Fishman Dennis Smith 

Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion 

Joe Draper Kirk Nelson Chris Weinreich Larry Heschke 

Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers 

Dennis Smith 
Mark Patten 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Kirk Nelson 
Danny Salter 
Larry Heschke 

Benjamin Nelson 
Robert Crouch 
MCS Student 

Joe Draper 
Ralph Kaufman 

Benjamin Nelson 
Laverne Gano 

Dennis Ducommun 
MCS Student 

Mark Patten 
Dennis Smith 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader 

Pam Cronin Wren Smith Cheri Salter Wren Smith 

Singers Singers Singers Singers 

  Larry Heschke 
Thad 

Sharon Henkel 
J.J. 

Jordan 

Pam Cronin 
Steven Rupp 

Thad 

Dennis Smith 
Marcia Casey 

Trevor 

Piano Piano Piano Piano 

Eleanor Johnston   Wren Smith   

Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard 

  Wren Smith Eleanor Johnston Wren Smith 

Guitar Guitar Guitar Guitar 

  Mark Casey   Mark Casey 

Bass Bass Bass Bass 

  Guy Fishman   Guy Fishman 

Sound Sound Sound Sound 

Robert Inman Mike Sparks Larry Heschke Mike Sparks 

PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint 

Annalie Nelson Colton Henkel  Nancy Nelson Kathy Lewis 



These are just two of the many, many words that I might 
use to describe my experience at the Preaching & Teaching 
Conference at Ozark Christian College this week.  Just as the 
woman at the well fetching water received much more than she 
could ever imagine, so it was with me in Joplin Missouri this 
week.   Questions like:  Do we authentically take time to think 
about God?  Where is He in YOUR life?  No, really, I want each 
of you to ask yourselves that one question for starters.  Have we 
as a society forgotten to take time to study, to contemplate and 
just stop to think?  Or has our high speed multimedia world 
rendered us incapable of such seemingly mundane but 
extremely import aspects of life?  Over the course of the next 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άŎƘŀǘǘŜǊέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
thought provoking ideas for greater consumption by the 
congregation, so stay tuned! 

 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άŦǳƭƭ ǇƭŀǘŜέ 
conference as possible we networked with each other, 
attempting to attend as many different workshops as possible.  
This approach meant that never would two of us be in the same 
classroom at the same time except for the sessions.  The week 
started off with preconference workshops.  There was great 
insight from all three of the authors of the e2 (effective elders) 
book series that your board and preacher have been working 
our way through for the past several months.  I know that I 
gained some personal insight into several things that either are 
ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŜȄ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
remainder of this decade and beyond.  By utilizing some of the 
after conference medial and personal testimony we should be 
able to share with Mark and Larry some of the experience as 
well.  To my surprise I found that some of the conference topics 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ άƭƛƎƘǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
therefore of a lesser value provided just as much stimulating 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ϧ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άƘŜŀǾȅ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎέ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

 

Presenters were to a fault thoughtful, well prepared, 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ th²9wC¦[[¸ hb Dh5Ω{ 
MESSAGE!  I must report I believe that each one of us had 
many, many opportunities to refill, recharge & refresh our 
spiritual selves.  This was artfully coupled with simple 
straightforward ways to gain new insights into old problems & 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  L 
see the restoration movement as strong and getting stronger 
in the face of continued assaults on many fronts.  This 

conference in my opinion was 
worth every penny of its cost.  
It should pay dividends if we 
are able to implement even a 
few of the best ideas into our 
current structure as we 
continue to evolve in the 21st 
century.  Thank you FCC!   
!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ wǳǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 

everything we can to make it a bigger success than ever.  And 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΗ 

 

P.S.:  During our stay in Joplin your pastor and elders also 
made time for a side trip to American Rehabilitation Ministries 
(A.R.M.) there in Joplin.  While we were not able to visit with 
Joe Garman we were able to see, touch & ask questions about a 
fiberglass replacement baptistery vessel that they sell.  With this 
well constructed tub we would be able to retrofit our existing 
baptistery.  These units come in many different configurations 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ Řƻǿƴέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
tub and nothing else.  At the end of the day a decision was 
made to purchase one of these units surrounded by a wooden 
frame prior to shipment for $1,022.  It should be delivered 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ άōƭŀƴƪέ ǎƻ 
that as tub placement and plumbing locations become known 
they can be drilled for an exact fit on site.  Some minor 
remodeling of the present baptistery area will likely be required; 
however it should not adversely impact the look of the stage 
back area.  We will be enlisting the aid of able skilled volunteers 
and only as many professional folks as necessary to complete a 
clean efficient installation.  A complete pre-installation report 
will be provided to the congregation as more details become 
available.  

In Christian Service 
Chris 

Esther
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Every 3rd
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@ 2 p.m.
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 Why do I love the Disney movie "The Lion King"? 
Because my daughter does. Why do I love to watch Sprint 
Car racing? Because my uncle does.  I don't love my daughter 
because of a movie... I don't love my uncle because of Sprint 
cars.  Now, in the same way... Why do I love the church?... 
because Jesus does. My relationship with the ones I love 
causes me to love the things they value and love. Jesus loves 
the church. He loves every last one of us messy, broken, 
blessed, happy, depressed, drunk, rich, athletic, fit, healthy, 
lazy, stealing, addicted, well-adjusted, responsible, cussing, 
abusive, bigoted, angry, patient, humble, tender, innocent, 
tender, patient, kind .... he loves people and created His 
Bride (the church) so that we can work, walk, run, help, pull, 
push and pray for and with each other because ... He gave 
his church for us... he is the Head, we are the body... we 
need each other.  I love the church and it has value 

because the one I love, ... Jesus... loves her.  In an illustration 
that the Apostle Paul was using to describe how a husband 
should love his wife we see that the bible says Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her.  (Ephesians 5:25)  
 
 Love the Church!  That is my plea this morning; that 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ  {ƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅΣ άhƘΣ L Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ά/έ /ƘǳǊŎƘΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άŎέ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 
much.  That way of thinking is contrary at its very core.  I 
understand that spending time in a garage no more makes 
ȅƻǳ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
makes you a Christian.  But, let me ask, where do you expect 
to find a mechanic?  Some are better at it than others, but 
none-the-ƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΧΦΚ  L ǇǊŀȅ 
that we do not withhold the precious gift of presence from 
one another and that we join together, commit to the body, 
A body, .. His body.  I Love this Church!  
     Pray, Love, Live 

     Preacher Tom 

March 
Birthday 

Anniversaries 
1 
Robert Hartwig 
Leah K. (MCS Staff) 
2 
Dennis Ducommun 
Angel Jansen 
3 
Ralph Kaufman 
Cole Plum 
4 
Cody L. 
5 
Becca Sparks 
Ali Ortwine (Jr. High) 
Jim & Gloria Anderson 
8 
Jerry & Joyce Clark 

9 
Royce Cougill 
Derrick Mohror (MCS Staff) 
11 
Eleanor Varce 
13 
Colton Henkel 
Cory Ege (MCS Staff) 
22 
Danny Salter 
Logan B. (MCS Student) 
26 
Samuel Collins (Jr. High) 
28 
Hannah Lewis 
30 
Twyla Schmillen 

Bring your bible 

Want to pray? 

Coffee  
Talk  

6:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays  Jesus said, ´I am . . .µ 

{ŜǊƳƻƴΩǎ !ƭŀ /ŀǊǘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
NOON at Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

March 2 
I am . . . the Resurrection and the Life - John 11:25-26 

Pastor Jon Riggert, Trinity Lutheran 
 

March 9 
I am . . . the Way, the Truth, and the Life - John 14:6 

Pastor Jonathan Caldwell, Oakdale Evangelical Free Church 
 

March 16 
I am . . . the Vine - John 15:5 

Pastor Jeff Harris, Mount Olive & First Baptist Church 
 

2016 Giving:  Cherokee County Work Services, C.A.P. Food Pantry, 
CAASA, Mid-Sioux, Cherokee Hospice, and CCMA 

Call the office 
225-2667  

Church 
Custodian 
Volunteers 

Needed 

We want to thank all of our 

fabulous custodial volunteers 

for keeping our church clean 

and maintained each and 

every week.  Your dedication 

to the stewardship of our 

facility does not go 

unnoticed and we appreciate 

each and everyone of you.  

GREAT IMMERSION!  

Easter Lilies 
Available 
$13.00 each 

Call the office 
712-225-2667 

or  
Sign up in the 

lobby 



January 31, 2016  

Attendance:  77  

Offering:  $2,011.10  
 

February 7, 2016  

Attendance:  74  

Offering:  $2,125.75  
 

February 14, 2016  

Attendance: 81  

Offering: $3,695.00  
 

February 21, 2016  

Attendance:  63  

Offering:  $2,073.25  

Church Offering  

Attendance  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non -Profit Organization                       

U. S. Postage                                    

PAID                                               

Cherokee, Iowa                                    

Permit Number 153  

772 N. 2nd  Street  

Cherokee, Iowa 51012  

Thaddeus D.  

4509 20th Avenue  

Peterson, IA 51047  

712-225-2667 

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

www.cherokeefcc.com  

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.  

Childrenõs Church 

Nursery Available  

 

Discipleship Groups 

Sundays 10:45 a.m.  

 

Youth Ministry 

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.  

Minister  

Tom Lewis 

221 - 1858 (cell)  

tomlewis200@gmail.com  
 

Secretary  

Nancy Nelson  

225-2667  (office)  

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

Church Office Hours:  
Monday ñFriday  

9 amñ2 p.m.  

Elders 

Mike Sparks 261-4730 

Chris Weinreich 375 -5035 
 

Deacons  

Mark Patten 283 -2813 

Larry Heschke 221 -7592 

Church Leadership  

Worship  

NCC Presents
Rural Church Conference

March 5, 2016

First Church of Christ

772 N. 2nd Street
Cherokee, Iowa

4 WAYS TO REGISTER 
 

¶ Sign Up Sheet in Lobby 
¶ Online: www.cherokeefcc.com 
¶ Email: cherokeefcc@gmail.com 
¶ Call: (712) 225-2667 

March 6 March 13 March 20 March 27 

Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message 

 Mike Sparks  Chris Weinreich Guy Fishman Dennis Smith 

Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion 

Joe Draper Kirk Nelson Chris Weinreich Larry Heschke 

Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers 

Dennis Smith 
Mark Patten 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Kirk Nelson 
Danny Salter 
Larry Heschke 

Benjamin Nelson 
Robert Crouch 
MCS Student 

Joe Draper 
Ralph Kaufman 

Benjamin Nelson 
Laverne Gano 

Dennis Ducommun 
MCS Student 

Mark Patten 
Dennis Smith 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader 

Pam Cronin Wren Smith Cheri Salter Wren Smith 

Singers Singers Singers Singers 

  Larry Heschke 
Thad 

Sharon Henkel 
J.J. 

Jordan 

Pam Cronin 
Steven Rupp 

Thad 

Dennis Smith 
Marcia Casey 

Trevor 

Piano Piano Piano Piano 

Eleanor Johnston   Wren Smith   

Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard 

  Wren Smith Eleanor Johnston Wren Smith 

Guitar Guitar Guitar Guitar 

  Mark Casey   Mark Casey 

Bass Bass Bass Bass 

  Guy Fishman   Guy Fishman 

Sound Sound Sound Sound 

Robert Inman Mike Sparks Larry Heschke Mike Sparks 

PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint 

Annalie Nelson Colton Henkel  Nancy Nelson Kathy Lewis 



These are just two of the many, many words that I might 
use to describe my experience at the Preaching & Teaching 
Conference at Ozark Christian College this week.  Just as the 
woman at the well fetching water received much more than she 
could ever imagine, so it was with me in Joplin Missouri this 
week.   Questions like:  Do we authentically take time to think 
about God?  Where is He in YOUR life?  No, really, I want each 
of you to ask yourselves that one question for starters.  Have we 
as a society forgotten to take time to study, to contemplate and 
just stop to think?  Or has our high speed multimedia world 
rendered us incapable of such seemingly mundane but 
extremely import aspects of life?  Over the course of the next 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άŎƘŀǘǘŜǊέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
thought provoking ideas for greater consumption by the 
congregation, so stay tuned! 

 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άŦǳƭƭ ǇƭŀǘŜέ 
conference as possible we networked with each other, 
attempting to attend as many different workshops as possible.  
This approach meant that never would two of us be in the same 
classroom at the same time except for the sessions.  The week 
started off with preconference workshops.  There was great 
insight from all three of the authors of the e2 (effective elders) 
book series that your board and preacher have been working 
our way through for the past several months.  I know that I 
gained some personal insight into several things that either are 
ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŜȄ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
remainder of this decade and beyond.  By utilizing some of the 
after conference medial and personal testimony we should be 
able to share with Mark and Larry some of the experience as 
well.  To my surprise I found that some of the conference topics 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ άƭƛƎƘǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
therefore of a lesser value provided just as much stimulating 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ϧ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άƘŜŀǾȅ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎέ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

 

Presenters were to a fault thoughtful, well prepared, 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ th²9wC¦[[¸ hb Dh5Ω{ 
MESSAGE!  I must report I believe that each one of us had 
many, many opportunities to refill, recharge & refresh our 
spiritual selves.  This was artfully coupled with simple 
straightforward ways to gain new insights into old problems & 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  L 
see the restoration movement as strong and getting stronger 
in the face of continued assaults on many fronts.  This 

conference in my opinion was 
worth every penny of its cost.  
It should pay dividends if we 
are able to implement even a 
few of the best ideas into our 
current structure as we 
continue to evolve in the 21st 
century.  Thank you FCC!   
!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ wǳǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 

everything we can to make it a bigger success than ever.  And 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΗ 

 

P.S.:  During our stay in Joplin your pastor and elders also 
made time for a side trip to American Rehabilitation Ministries 
(A.R.M.) there in Joplin.  While we were not able to visit with 
Joe Garman we were able to see, touch & ask questions about a 
fiberglass replacement baptistery vessel that they sell.  With this 
well constructed tub we would be able to retrofit our existing 
baptistery.  These units come in many different configurations 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ Řƻǿƴέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
tub and nothing else.  At the end of the day a decision was 
made to purchase one of these units surrounded by a wooden 
frame prior to shipment for $1,022.  It should be delivered 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ άōƭŀƴƪέ ǎƻ 
that as tub placement and plumbing locations become known 
they can be drilled for an exact fit on site.  Some minor 
remodeling of the present baptistery area will likely be required; 
however it should not adversely impact the look of the stage 
back area.  We will be enlisting the aid of able skilled volunteers 
and only as many professional folks as necessary to complete a 
clean efficient installation.  A complete pre-installation report 
will be provided to the congregation as more details become 
available.  

In Christian Service 
Chris 
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 Why do I love the Disney movie "The Lion King"? 
Because my daughter does. Why do I love to watch Sprint 
Car racing? Because my uncle does.  I don't love my daughter 
because of a movie... I don't love my uncle because of Sprint 
cars.  Now, in the same way... Why do I love the church?... 
because Jesus does. My relationship with the ones I love 
causes me to love the things they value and love. Jesus loves 
the church. He loves every last one of us messy, broken, 
blessed, happy, depressed, drunk, rich, athletic, fit, healthy, 
lazy, stealing, addicted, well-adjusted, responsible, cussing, 
abusive, bigoted, angry, patient, humble, tender, innocent, 
tender, patient, kind .... he loves people and created His 
Bride (the church) so that we can work, walk, run, help, pull, 
push and pray for and with each other because ... He gave 
his church for us... he is the Head, we are the body... we 
need each other.  I love the church and it has value 

because the one I love, ... Jesus... loves her.  In an illustration 
that the Apostle Paul was using to describe how a husband 
should love his wife we see that the bible says Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her.  (Ephesians 5:25)  
 
 Love the Church!  That is my plea this morning; that 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ  {ƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅΣ άhƘΣ L Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ά/έ /ƘǳǊŎƘΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άŎέ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 
much.  That way of thinking is contrary at its very core.  I 
understand that spending time in a garage no more makes 
ȅƻǳ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
makes you a Christian.  But, let me ask, where do you expect 
to find a mechanic?  Some are better at it than others, but 
none-the-ƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΧΦΚ  L ǇǊŀȅ 
that we do not withhold the precious gift of presence from 
one another and that we join together, commit to the body, 
A body, .. His body.  I Love this Church!  
     Pray, Love, Live 

     Preacher Tom 

March 
Birthday 

Anniversaries 
1 
Robert Hartwig 
Leah K. (MCS Staff) 
2 
Dennis Ducommun 
Angel Jansen 
3 
Ralph Kaufman 
Cole Plum 
4 
Cody L. 
5 
Becca Sparks 
Ali Ortwine (Jr. High) 
Jim & Gloria Anderson 
8 
Jerry & Joyce Clark 

9 
Royce Cougill 
Derrick Mohror (MCS Staff) 
11 
Eleanor Varce 
13 
Colton Henkel 
Cory Ege (MCS Staff) 
22 
Danny Salter 
Logan B. (MCS Student) 
26 
Samuel Collins (Jr. High) 
28 
Hannah Lewis 
30 
Twyla Schmillen 

Bring your bible 

Want to pray? 

Coffee  
Talk  

6:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays  Jesus said, ´I am . . .µ 

{ŜǊƳƻƴΩǎ !ƭŀ /ŀǊǘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
NOON at Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

March 2 
I am . . . the Resurrection and the Life - John 11:25-26 

Pastor Jon Riggert, Trinity Lutheran 
 

March 9 
I am . . . the Way, the Truth, and the Life - John 14:6 

Pastor Jonathan Caldwell, Oakdale Evangelical Free Church 
 

March 16 
I am . . . the Vine - John 15:5 

Pastor Jeff Harris, Mount Olive & First Baptist Church 
 

2016 Giving:  Cherokee County Work Services, C.A.P. Food Pantry, 
CAASA, Mid-Sioux, Cherokee Hospice, and CCMA 

Call the office 
225-2667  

Church 
Custodian 
Volunteers 

Needed 

We want to thank all of our 

fabulous custodial volunteers 

for keeping our church clean 

and maintained each and 

every week.  Your dedication 

to the stewardship of our 

facility does not go 

unnoticed and we appreciate 

each and everyone of you.  

GREAT IMMERSION!  

Easter Lilies 
Available 
$13.00 each 

Call the office 
712-225-2667 

or  
Sign up in the 

lobby 



January 31, 2016  

Attendance:  77  

Offering:  $2,011.10  
 

February 7, 2016  

Attendance:  74  

Offering:  $2,125.75  
 

February 14, 2016  

Attendance: 81  

Offering: $3,695.00  
 

February 21, 2016  

Attendance:  63  

Offering:  $2,073.25  

Church Offering  

Attendance  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non -Profit Organization                       

U. S. Postage                                    

PAID                                               

Cherokee, Iowa                                    

Permit Number 153  

772 N. 2nd  Street  

Cherokee, Iowa 51012  

Lathon S.  

4509 20th Avenue  

Peterson, IA 51047  

712-225-2667 

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

www.cherokeefcc.com  

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.  

Childrenõs Church 

Nursery Available  

 

Discipleship Groups 

Sundays 10:45 a.m.  

 

Youth Ministry 

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.  

Minister  

Tom Lewis 

221 - 1858 (cell)  

tomlewis200@gmail.com  
 

Secretary  

Nancy Nelson  

225-2667  (office)  

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

Church Office Hours:  
Monday ñFriday  

9 amñ2 p.m.  

Elders 

Mike Sparks 261-4730 

Chris Weinreich 375 -5035 
 

Deacons  

Mark Patten 283 -2813 

Larry Heschke 221 -7592 

Church Leadership  

Worship  

NCC Presents
Rural Church Conference

March 5, 2016

First Church of Christ

772 N. 2nd Street
Cherokee, Iowa

4 WAYS TO REGISTER 
 

¶ Sign Up Sheet in Lobby 
¶ Online: www.cherokeefcc.com 
¶ Email: cherokeefcc@gmail.com 
¶ Call: (712) 225-2667 

March 6 March 13 March 20 March 27 

Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message 

 Mike Sparks  Chris Weinreich Guy Fishman Dennis Smith 

Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion 

Joe Draper Kirk Nelson Chris Weinreich Larry Heschke 

Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers 

Dennis Smith 
Mark Patten 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Kirk Nelson 
Danny Salter 
Larry Heschke 

Benjamin Nelson 
Robert Crouch 
MCS Student 

Joe Draper 
Ralph Kaufman 

Benjamin Nelson 
Laverne Gano 

Dennis Ducommun 
MCS Student 

Mark Patten 
Dennis Smith 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader 

Pam Cronin Wren Smith Cheri Salter Wren Smith 

Singers Singers Singers Singers 

  Larry Heschke 
Thad 

Sharon Henkel 
J.J. 

Jordan 

Pam Cronin 
Steven Rupp 

Thad 

Dennis Smith 
Marcia Casey 

Trevor 

Piano Piano Piano Piano 

Eleanor Johnston   Wren Smith   

Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard 

  Wren Smith Eleanor Johnston Wren Smith 

Guitar Guitar Guitar Guitar 

  Mark Casey   Mark Casey 

Bass Bass Bass Bass 

  Guy Fishman   Guy Fishman 

Sound Sound Sound Sound 

Robert Inman Mike Sparks Larry Heschke Mike Sparks 

PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint 

Annalie Nelson Colton Henkel  Nancy Nelson Kathy Lewis 



These are just two of the many, many words that I might 
use to describe my experience at the Preaching & Teaching 
Conference at Ozark Christian College this week.  Just as the 
woman at the well fetching water received much more than she 
could ever imagine, so it was with me in Joplin Missouri this 
week.   Questions like:  Do we authentically take time to think 
about God?  Where is He in YOUR life?  No, really, I want each 
of you to ask yourselves that one question for starters.  Have we 
as a society forgotten to take time to study, to contemplate and 
just stop to think?  Or has our high speed multimedia world 
rendered us incapable of such seemingly mundane but 
extremely import aspects of life?  Over the course of the next 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άŎƘŀǘǘŜǊέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
thought provoking ideas for greater consumption by the 
congregation, so stay tuned! 

 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άŦǳƭƭ ǇƭŀǘŜέ 
conference as possible we networked with each other, 
attempting to attend as many different workshops as possible.  
This approach meant that never would two of us be in the same 
classroom at the same time except for the sessions.  The week 
started off with preconference workshops.  There was great 
insight from all three of the authors of the e2 (effective elders) 
book series that your board and preacher have been working 
our way through for the past several months.  I know that I 
gained some personal insight into several things that either are 
ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŜȄ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
remainder of this decade and beyond.  By utilizing some of the 
after conference medial and personal testimony we should be 
able to share with Mark and Larry some of the experience as 
well.  To my surprise I found that some of the conference topics 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ άƭƛƎƘǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
therefore of a lesser value provided just as much stimulating 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ϧ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άƘŜŀǾȅ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎέ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

 

Presenters were to a fault thoughtful, well prepared, 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ th²9wC¦[[¸ hb Dh5Ω{ 
MESSAGE!  I must report I believe that each one of us had 
many, many opportunities to refill, recharge & refresh our 
spiritual selves.  This was artfully coupled with simple 
straightforward ways to gain new insights into old problems & 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  L 
see the restoration movement as strong and getting stronger 
in the face of continued assaults on many fronts.  This 

conference in my opinion was 
worth every penny of its cost.  
It should pay dividends if we 
are able to implement even a 
few of the best ideas into our 
current structure as we 
continue to evolve in the 21st 
century.  Thank you FCC!   
!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ wǳǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 

everything we can to make it a bigger success than ever.  And 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΗ 

 

P.S.:  During our stay in Joplin your pastor and elders also 
made time for a side trip to American Rehabilitation Ministries 
(A.R.M.) there in Joplin.  While we were not able to visit with 
Joe Garman we were able to see, touch & ask questions about a 
fiberglass replacement baptistery vessel that they sell.  With this 
well constructed tub we would be able to retrofit our existing 
baptistery.  These units come in many different configurations 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ Řƻǿƴέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
tub and nothing else.  At the end of the day a decision was 
made to purchase one of these units surrounded by a wooden 
frame prior to shipment for $1,022.  It should be delivered 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ άōƭŀƴƪέ ǎƻ 
that as tub placement and plumbing locations become known 
they can be drilled for an exact fit on site.  Some minor 
remodeling of the present baptistery area will likely be required; 
however it should not adversely impact the look of the stage 
back area.  We will be enlisting the aid of able skilled volunteers 
and only as many professional folks as necessary to complete a 
clean efficient installation.  A complete pre-installation report 
will be provided to the congregation as more details become 
available.  

In Christian Service 
Chris 
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 Why do I love the Disney movie "The Lion King"? 
Because my daughter does. Why do I love to watch Sprint 
Car racing? Because my uncle does.  I don't love my daughter 
because of a movie... I don't love my uncle because of Sprint 
cars.  Now, in the same way... Why do I love the church?... 
because Jesus does. My relationship with the ones I love 
causes me to love the things they value and love. Jesus loves 
the church. He loves every last one of us messy, broken, 
blessed, happy, depressed, drunk, rich, athletic, fit, healthy, 
lazy, stealing, addicted, well-adjusted, responsible, cussing, 
abusive, bigoted, angry, patient, humble, tender, innocent, 
tender, patient, kind .... he loves people and created His 
Bride (the church) so that we can work, walk, run, help, pull, 
push and pray for and with each other because ... He gave 
his church for us... he is the Head, we are the body... we 
need each other.  I love the church and it has value 

because the one I love, ... Jesus... loves her.  In an illustration 
that the Apostle Paul was using to describe how a husband 
should love his wife we see that the bible says Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her.  (Ephesians 5:25)  
 
 Love the Church!  That is my plea this morning; that 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ  {ƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅΣ άhƘΣ L Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ά/έ /ƘǳǊŎƘΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άŎέ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 
much.  That way of thinking is contrary at its very core.  I 
understand that spending time in a garage no more makes 
ȅƻǳ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
makes you a Christian.  But, let me ask, where do you expect 
to find a mechanic?  Some are better at it than others, but 
none-the-ƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΧΦΚ  L ǇǊŀȅ 
that we do not withhold the precious gift of presence from 
one another and that we join together, commit to the body, 
A body, .. His body.  I Love this Church!  
     Pray, Love, Live 

     Preacher Tom 

March 
Birthday 

Anniversaries 
1 
Robert Hartwig 
Leah K. (MCS Staff) 
2 
Dennis Ducommun 
Angel Jansen 
3 
Ralph Kaufman 
Cole Plum 
4 
Cody L. 
5 
Becca Sparks 
Ali Ortwine (Jr. High) 
Jim & Gloria Anderson 
8 
Jerry & Joyce Clark 

9 
Royce Cougill 
Derrick Mohror (MCS Staff) 
11 
Eleanor Varce 
13 
Colton Henkel 
Cory Ege (MCS Staff) 
22 
Danny Salter 
Logan B. (MCS Student) 
26 
Samuel Collins (Jr. High) 
28 
Hannah Lewis 
30 
Twyla Schmillen 

Bring your bible 

Want to pray? 

Coffee  
Talk  

6:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays  Jesus said, ´I am . . .µ 

{ŜǊƳƻƴΩǎ !ƭŀ /ŀǊǘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
NOON at Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

March 2 
I am . . . the Resurrection and the Life - John 11:25-26 

Pastor Jon Riggert, Trinity Lutheran 
 

March 9 
I am . . . the Way, the Truth, and the Life - John 14:6 

Pastor Jonathan Caldwell, Oakdale Evangelical Free Church 
 

March 16 
I am . . . the Vine - John 15:5 

Pastor Jeff Harris, Mount Olive & First Baptist Church 
 

2016 Giving:  Cherokee County Work Services, C.A.P. Food Pantry, 
CAASA, Mid-Sioux, Cherokee Hospice, and CCMA 

Call the office 
225-2667  

Church 
Custodian 
Volunteers 

Needed 

We want to thank all of our 

fabulous custodial volunteers 

for keeping our church clean 

and maintained each and 

every week.  Your dedication 

to the stewardship of our 

facility does not go 

unnoticed and we appreciate 

each and everyone of you.  

GREAT IMMERSION!  

Easter Lilies 
Available 
$13.00 each 

Call the office 
712-225-2667 

or  
Sign up in the 

lobby 



January 31, 2016  

Attendance:  77  

Offering:  $2,011.10  
 

February 7, 2016  

Attendance:  74  

Offering:  $2,125.75  
 

February 14, 2016  

Attendance: 81  

Offering: $3,695.00  
 

February 21, 2016  

Attendance:  63  

Offering:  $2,073.25  

Church Offering  

Attendance  

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non -Profit Organization                       

U. S. Postage                                    

PAID                                               

Cherokee, Iowa                                    

Permit Number 153  

772 N. 2nd  Street  

Cherokee, Iowa 51012  

Midwest Christian Services  

4509 20th Avenue  

Peterson, IA 51047  

712-225-2667 

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

www.cherokeefcc.com  

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.  

Childrenõs Church 

Nursery Available  

 

Discipleship Groups 

Sundays 10:45 a.m.  

 

Youth Ministry 

Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.  

Minister  

Tom Lewis 

221 - 1858 (cell)  

tomlewis200@gmail.com  
 

Secretary  

Nancy Nelson  

225-2667  (office)  

cherokeefcc@gmail.com  

Church Office Hours:  
Monday ñFriday  

9 amñ2 p.m.  

Elders 

Mike Sparks 261-4730 

Chris Weinreich 375 -5035 
 

Deacons  

Mark Patten 283 -2813 

Larry Heschke 221 -7592 

Church Leadership  

Worship  

NCC Presents
Rural Church Conference

March 5, 2016

First Church of Christ

772 N. 2nd Street
Cherokee, Iowa

4 WAYS TO REGISTER 
 

¶ Sign Up Sheet in Lobby 
¶ Online: www.cherokeefcc.com 
¶ Email: cherokeefcc@gmail.com 
¶ Call: (712) 225-2667 

March 6 March 13 March 20 March 27 

Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message Communion Message 

 Mike Sparks  Chris Weinreich Guy Fishman Dennis Smith 

Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion Shut-In Communion 

Joe Draper Kirk Nelson Chris Weinreich Larry Heschke 

Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers Communion Servers 

Dennis Smith 
Mark Patten 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Kirk Nelson 
Danny Salter 
Larry Heschke 

Benjamin Nelson 
Robert Crouch 
MCS Student 

Joe Draper 
Ralph Kaufman 

Benjamin Nelson 
Laverne Gano 

Dennis Ducommun 
MCS Student 

Mark Patten 
Dennis Smith 
Curt Wiese 

Bob Johnston 
Jerry Clark 

MCS Student 

Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader Worship Leader 

Pam Cronin Wren Smith Cheri Salter Wren Smith 

Singers Singers Singers Singers 

  Larry Heschke 
Thad 

Sharon Henkel 
J.J. 

Jordan 

Pam Cronin 
Steven Rupp 

Thad 

Dennis Smith 
Marcia Casey 

Trevor 

Piano Piano Piano Piano 

Eleanor Johnston   Wren Smith   

Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard Keyboard 

  Wren Smith Eleanor Johnston Wren Smith 

Guitar Guitar Guitar Guitar 

  Mark Casey   Mark Casey 

Bass Bass Bass Bass 

  Guy Fishman   Guy Fishman 

Sound Sound Sound Sound 

Robert Inman Mike Sparks Larry Heschke Mike Sparks 

PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint PowerPoint 

Annalie Nelson Colton Henkel  Nancy Nelson Kathy Lewis 



These are just two of the many, many words that I might 
use to describe my experience at the Preaching & Teaching 
Conference at Ozark Christian College this week.  Just as the 
woman at the well fetching water received much more than she 
could ever imagine, so it was with me in Joplin Missouri this 
week.   Questions like:  Do we authentically take time to think 
about God?  Where is He in YOUR life?  No, really, I want each 
of you to ask yourselves that one question for starters.  Have we 
as a society forgotten to take time to study, to contemplate and 
just stop to think?  Or has our high speed multimedia world 
rendered us incapable of such seemingly mundane but 
extremely import aspects of life?  Over the course of the next 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ άŎƘŀǘǘŜǊέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
thought provoking ideas for greater consumption by the 
congregation, so stay tuned! 

 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻǊō ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άŦǳƭƭ ǇƭŀǘŜέ 
conference as possible we networked with each other, 
attempting to attend as many different workshops as possible.  
This approach meant that never would two of us be in the same 
classroom at the same time except for the sessions.  The week 
started off with preconference workshops.  There was great 
insight from all three of the authors of the e2 (effective elders) 
book series that your board and preacher have been working 
our way through for the past several months.  I know that I 
gained some personal insight into several things that either are 
ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǾŜȄ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
remainder of this decade and beyond.  By utilizing some of the 
after conference medial and personal testimony we should be 
able to share with Mark and Larry some of the experience as 
well.  To my surprise I found that some of the conference topics 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ άƭƛƎƘǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ 
therefore of a lesser value provided just as much stimulating 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ϧ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άƘŜŀǾȅ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎέ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

 

Presenters were to a fault thoughtful, well prepared, 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ th²9wC¦[[¸ hb Dh5Ω{ 
MESSAGE!  I must report I believe that each one of us had 
many, many opportunities to refill, recharge & refresh our 
spiritual selves.  This was artfully coupled with simple 
straightforward ways to gain new insights into old problems & 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ  L 
see the restoration movement as strong and getting stronger 
in the face of continued assaults on many fronts.  This 

conference in my opinion was 
worth every penny of its cost.  
It should pay dividends if we 
are able to implement even a 
few of the best ideas into our 
current structure as we 
continue to evolve in the 21st 
century.  Thank you FCC!   
!ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ wǳǊŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 

everything we can to make it a bigger success than ever.  And 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΗ 

 

P.S.:  During our stay in Joplin your pastor and elders also 
made time for a side trip to American Rehabilitation Ministries 
(A.R.M.) there in Joplin.  While we were not able to visit with 
Joe Garman we were able to see, touch & ask questions about a 
fiberglass replacement baptistery vessel that they sell.  With this 
well constructed tub we would be able to retrofit our existing 
baptistery.  These units come in many different configurations 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ άǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ Řƻǿƴέ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
tub and nothing else.  At the end of the day a decision was 
made to purchase one of these units surrounded by a wooden 
frame prior to shipment for $1,022.  It should be delivered 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ άōƭŀƴƪέ ǎƻ 
that as tub placement and plumbing locations become known 
they can be drilled for an exact fit on site.  Some minor 
remodeling of the present baptistery area will likely be required; 
however it should not adversely impact the look of the stage 
back area.  We will be enlisting the aid of able skilled volunteers 
and only as many professional folks as necessary to complete a 
clean efficient installation.  A complete pre-installation report 
will be provided to the congregation as more details become 
available.  

In Christian Service 
Chris 

Esther
Circle

Every 3rd

Wednesday

@ 2 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
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 Why do I love the Disney movie "The Lion King"? 
Because my daughter does. Why do I love to watch Sprint 
Car racing? Because my uncle does.  I don't love my daughter 
because of a movie... I don't love my uncle because of Sprint 
cars.  Now, in the same way... Why do I love the church?... 
because Jesus does. My relationship with the ones I love 
causes me to love the things they value and love. Jesus loves 
the church. He loves every last one of us messy, broken, 
blessed, happy, depressed, drunk, rich, athletic, fit, healthy, 
lazy, stealing, addicted, well-adjusted, responsible, cussing, 
abusive, bigoted, angry, patient, humble, tender, innocent, 
tender, patient, kind .... he loves people and created His 
Bride (the church) so that we can work, walk, run, help, pull, 
push and pray for and with each other because ... He gave 
his church for us... he is the Head, we are the body... we 
need each other.  I love the church and it has value 

because the one I love, ... Jesus... loves her.  In an illustration 
that the Apostle Paul was using to describe how a husband 
should love his wife we see that the bible says Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her.  (Ephesians 5:25)  
 
 Love the Church!  That is my plea this morning; that 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ  {ƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅΣ άhƘΣ L Řƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ά/έ /ƘǳǊŎƘΧ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άŎέ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 
much.  That way of thinking is contrary at its very core.  I 
understand that spending time in a garage no more makes 
ȅƻǳ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛŎ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
makes you a Christian.  But, let me ask, where do you expect 
to find a mechanic?  Some are better at it than others, but 
none-the-ƭŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΧΦΚ  L ǇǊŀȅ 
that we do not withhold the precious gift of presence from 
one another and that we join together, commit to the body, 
A body, .. His body.  I Love this Church!  
     Pray, Love, Live 

     Preacher Tom 

March 
Birthday 

Anniversaries 
1 
Robert Hartwig 
Leah K. (MCS Staff) 
2 
Dennis Ducommun 
Angel Jansen 
3 
Ralph Kaufman 
Cole Plum 
4 
Cody L. 
5 
Becca Sparks 
Ali Ortwine (Jr. High) 
Jim & Gloria Anderson 
8 
Jerry & Joyce Clark 

9 
Royce Cougill 
Derrick Mohror (MCS Staff) 
11 
Eleanor Varce 
13 
Colton Henkel 
Cory Ege (MCS Staff) 
22 
Danny Salter 
Logan B. (MCS Student) 
26 
Samuel Collins (Jr. High) 
28 
Hannah Lewis 
30 
Twyla Schmillen 

Bring your bible 

Want to pray? 

Coffee  
Talk  

6:30 a.m.  
Tuesdays  Jesus said, ´I am . . .µ 

{ŜǊƳƻƴΩǎ !ƭŀ /ŀǊǘŜ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
NOON at Memorial Presbyterian Church 

 

March 2 
I am . . . the Resurrection and the Life - John 11:25-26 

Pastor Jon Riggert, Trinity Lutheran 
 

March 9 
I am . . . the Way, the Truth, and the Life - John 14:6 

Pastor Jonathan Caldwell, Oakdale Evangelical Free Church 
 

March 16 
I am . . . the Vine - John 15:5 

Pastor Jeff Harris, Mount Olive & First Baptist Church 
 

2016 Giving:  Cherokee County Work Services, C.A.P. Food Pantry, 
CAASA, Mid-Sioux, Cherokee Hospice, and CCMA 

Call the office 
225-2667  

Church 
Custodian 
Volunteers 

Needed 

We want to thank all of our 

fabulous custodial volunteers 

for keeping our church clean 

and maintained each and 

every week.  Your dedication 

to the stewardship of our 

facility does not go 

unnoticed and we appreciate 

each and everyone of you.  

GREAT IMMERSION!  

Easter Lilies 
Available 
$13.00 each 

Call the office 
712-225-2667 

or  
Sign up in the 

lobby 




